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P SALM; xxxvii. . 
Put thou thy truſt in tho Lord. — — 


7 HOEVER feriouſly reflects 
VV. upon the ſtate and condition 
ft man, and looks upon that dark. 
fide of it, which. repreſents his life as 
open to ſo many cauſes of trouble; 
when he ſces, how often he eats the 
bread of affliction, and that he is 
born to it as naturally as the ſparks. 
fly upwards ; that no rank or de- 
grees of men are exempted from 
this law of our beings but that 


all, from the high cedar of Lib 
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nus to the humble ſhrub upon the 


wall, are ſhook in their turns by 
numberleſs calamities and diſtref. 


ſes: hen one fits down and looks 


upon this'gloomy ſide of things, with 


all the ſorrowful changes and chances 


which ſurround us,—at firſt ſight, — 
would not one wonder, how the 


ſpirit of a man could bear the in- 
firmities of his nature, and what it 


is that ſupports him, as it does, under 
the many evil accidents which he 


meets with in his paſſage through 


the valley of tears ?— Without ſome 


certain aid within us to bear us up.— 
ſo tender a frame as ours, would be 
but ill fitted to encounter what gene- 
| rally befals it in this rugged jour- 
5 ney and accordingly we find, — 


that 


* 


SERMON vil. x. 


that we are ſo curiouſly wrought by 
an all-wiſe hand, with a view to this,—- 
that in the very compoſition and 
texture of our nature, there is a 
remedy and proviſion left againſt 
moſt of the evils we ſuffer ;—we be- 
ing ſo ordered, — that the principle 
of ſelf. love given us for preſervation, 
comes in here to our aid, —by open- 
ing a door of hope, and in the worſt 
emergencies, flattering us with a be- 
lief that we ſhall extricate ourſelves, 
and live to ſee better ee 


Tus os in fact 
it no way alters the nature of the 
croſs accidents to which we lay open, 
or does at all pervert the courſe of 
bent impoſes upon the ſenſe l 

OO of 
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of them, and like” a ſecret ſpring m 
a well-contrived machine, though it 
.cannat prevent, at leaſt it counter- 
balances the preſſure, - and ſo be ers 
up this cottering, tender frame under 
many a violent ſhock and hard Juſt- 
ling, which otherwiſe would unavoid- 
ably overwhelm ir,—Without ſuch 
29 inward refource, from an incli- 
nation, which is natural to man, to 
truſt and hope for redreſs in the moſt 
deplorable conditions, —his ſtate in 
' this life would be, of all Creatures, 
the moſt miſerable. When his mind 
was cither wrung with affliction, —or 
his body lay tortured with the gout- 
or ſtone, —did he think that in this 
world there ſhould be no reſpite te 
bis forrows ould he believe the 
ms 
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pains he endured would continue 
equally intenſe, without remedy,.— 
without intermiſſion; — with what de- 
plorable lamentation would he lan- 
guiſh out his day, — and how ſweet, 
as Job ſays, would the clods of the 
valley be to bim — But ſo ſad a per- 
ſuaſion, whatever grounds there may 
be ſometimes for it, ſcarce ever gets 
full poſſeſſion of the mind of man, 
| which by nature ftruggles againſt - 
: :deſpair : ſo that whatever part of us 
ſuffers, the darkeſt mind inſtantly 
-uſhers-in-this relief to it. points out 
to hope, encourages to build, though 
on a ſandy foundation, and raiſes an 
expectation in us, that things will | 
come to a fortunate iſſue. And in- 
deed it is 3 ſurpriſing to 
34 Conſider 
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conſider the ſtrange force of this paſ- 
ſion; — what wonders it has wrought 
in ſupporting men's ſpirits in all 
ages, and under ſuch inextricable 
difficulties, that they have ſometimes 
hoped, as the apoſtle: expreſſes it, 
even againſt hope,—againſt all like- 
lihood ;—and have looked forwards 
with comfort under © misfortunes, 
when there has been little or nothing 


This flattering propenſity in us, 
Which 1 have here repreſented, as it 
in built pon one of the moſt deceit- 
ful of human paſſions, - (that is)— 
elf. love, which at all times inclines 
us to think better of ourſelves, and 
ronditions, than there - is ground. 


for g— 


SERMON VII. 9 
for how great ſoever the relief is, 
 whicha man draws from it at preſent, 

it too often diſappoints in the end, 
leaving him to go on his way ſorrow- 
ing, —mourning, —as the prophet 
ſays, that his hope is loſt. —So that, 
after all, in our ſeverer trials, we 
ſtill find a neceſſity of calling in 
ſomething to aid this principle, and 
direct it ſo, that it may not wander 
With this uncertain expectation of 
what may never be accompliſned,.— 
burt fix itſelf upon a proper object 
of truſt and reliance, rhat is able to 
_ fulfil our deſires, to hear our cry, 
and to help us. The paſſion of hope, 
without this, though in ſtraits a 
man may ſupport his ſpirits for a 
Time with a general expectation of 
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better fortune: - yet, like a ſhip toſſed 
without a pilot upon a troubleſome 
ſra, —it may float upon the ſurface 
for a while, but is never, — never 
likely to be brought to the haven 
where it would be.— To accompliſm 
this, —veaſon and religion are called 
in at length, and join with nature 
in exhorting us to hope; but to 
hope in God, in whoſe hands are the 
iſſues of life and death, —and with- 
out whoſe knowledge and permiſſion 
we know that not a hair of our heads 
«can fall to the ground. —Strength- | 
ened with this anchor of hope, which 
keeps us ſtedfaſt, when the rains 
deſcend, and the floods come upon 
zus, — however the ſorrows of a man 
ate e he bears up bis head, 
Jooks | 


* 
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looks: ned; 1 wich conki- 


_ dence, waiting for the ſalvation of 
God: — he then builds upon a rock 


againſt which the gates of hell can- 


not prevail. —He may be troubled, is 
is true, on every ſide, but ſhall not 


be diſtreſſed, —perplexed, yet not in 
deſpair :—though he walks through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
-even then he fears. no evil; this rod 


; and this ſtaff comfort him. 


The virtue of this had been TY 


ciently tried by David, and had, no 


doubt, been of uſe to nim! in the courſe | 
of a life full of afflictions many of 


Wich were ſo great, that he de- 
clares, that. he ſhould verily have 
fainted under the ſenſe and appre- 


7 henſion 


a preſent help in time of trouble: 


I 
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henſion of chem, but tat he believed 
to ſee the goodneſs of the Lordl in the 


land of the living. He believed 
how could he do otherwiſe? He had 
all the conviction that reaſon and in- 
ſpiration could give him, that there 


was @ Being in whom every thing 


concurred which could be the proper 


object of truſt and confidence ; 
power to help,. —and goodneſs always 


to incline him to do it. He knew 
this infinite Being, though his dwel- 
ling was ſo high—that his glory was 
above the heavens,—yet humbled 
himſelf to behold the things that are 
done in heaven and earth: that he 


was not an idle and diſtant ſpectator 


of what paſſed there, but that he was 


a WEN 
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that he bowed: the heavens and came 


down to over- rule the courſe. of 


things; delivering the poor, and him 


that was in miſery, from him that was 
too ſtrong for him; lifting the ſimple 
out of his diſtreſs, and guarding him 
by his providence, ſo that no man 


ſhould do him wrong: — that neither 
the ſun ſhould ſmite him by day, nei- 
ther the moon by night.—Of. this the 
Pſalmiſt had ſuch evidence from his 


obſervation. on the life of others, with | 


the ſtrongeſt conviction, at the ſame 
time, which a long life full of perſonal 


deliverances could give ;—all which 
taught him the value of the leſſon in 
the text, from which he had received 


ſo much encouragement; himſelf, — 
| that-he tranſmits it for the benefit of 


the 


L 4 1 
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the whole race of mankind after him, 
to ſupport them, as it had done him, 
under the 2 which befel 
kim. 


Truſt in Git; e if he had faid, 
Whoſoever thou art that ſhall here- 
after fall into any ſuch ſtraits or trou- 
bles as L have experienced, learn by 
my example where to ſeek for ſuccour; 
— truſt not in princes, nor in any child. 


of man, for there is no help in them: 


E the ſons of men, who are of low de- 
gree, are vanity, and are not able to 
help thee; men of high degree are 


a lie, too often deceive thy hopes, 


and will not help thee :—but thou, 
when thy ſoul is in heavineſs, —turn 
thy * from dh, and look up- 

ä do mands 
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towards. heaven, to that infinieely: 
kind and powerful Being, who nei - 
ther ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth:; ' whos: 
a preſent help in time of trouble 
deſpond not, and ſay within thyſelf, 
why his chariot wheels ſtay ſo long? 
and why he vouchſafeth thee not a: 
ſpeedy relief? but arm thyſelf in: 
thy misfortunes ' with patience andi 
fortitude ;—truſt in God, who ſees: 
all thoſe. conflicts under which thou 
laboureſt, ho knows thy neceſſities. | 
afar off. and puts all thy. tears into: 
his bottle ;—who ſees. every. carefub !- 
: thought and. penſive look, —and hears. 
every ſigh and 2 "_ 
thou uttereſt.— 3 


"ie" 


— << — — — — ——— 
1 * ba - > 


pend on him ;—nor-eve 
he, who heareth the cry of tł 


and either lighten thy b 
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In all thy exigenci 


leſs, and defendeth .che;cauſs-of the 
widow, if it is juſt, will hear moe, 


let thee go free or, which. the 


ſame, if that ſeems not meet, by 


adding ſtrength to thy mind, to ena- 
ble thee to ſuſtain what r Hon: . 
fered to be lud upon. thee. - . 2 


2 = 
24 


' Whoever, recolletty Ihe mim 


palms ſaid to be compoſed by this 


great man, under the ſeveral diſtreſſes 


and croſs. accidents of his life, will 
perceive the juſtice of this paraphraſe, 


Which is agreeable to the, ſtrain of * 
reaſoning, which runs ..cbrough;- _ i | 
x which 


8. 


| which is 
of his own. words and thoughts upon 


5E RM ON 1 
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thoſe 


ons; in all which he ap · 


5 pears to have been no leſs ſignal in 


his afflictions, rhan in his piety, and 
in that goodneſs of ſoul which he 


diſcovers under them.— ſaid, the 


* 
. ' 
28 
, 


Mons upon his own life and 


providential eſcapes,” Which he had 
experienced, had had a mare i in form- 
ing theſe religious ſentiments of truſt 


in his mind, which had ſo early taken 
root, that when he was going to 
fight the Philiſtine,— when he was 
but a youth and ſtood before Saul. 


be had already learned to argue in 


this manner: Let no man's heart 


fail him thy ſervant kept his fa- 


n * and there came a "Hon 5 


— 
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and a bear, and took a lamb out of 
the flock, and I went out after him 
and ſmote him, and delivered it out 
of his mouth: and when he aroſe 
7 againſt me, I. caught him by. the 
\ beard, and ſmote him, and flew 
him thy ſervant ſlew both the lion 
and the bear, and this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine will be as one of chem; 
for the Lord, who delivered me out 
| of the paw of the lion, and out of 
the paw of the bear, —he will alſo 
| 8 me out of his e EF 


3 * 1 was natural, _ and 
ü che experience which every man has 
had of God's former loving kindneſs 
and protection to him, either in dan- 0 
gers or diſtreſs, does vnayoidably \ | 

engage 
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engage Auer to child, in the ſame 
train.—It is obſervable that the 


apoſtle St. Paul, encouraging 


Corinthians to bear with patience the 


trials incident to human nature, yes '' 


minds them of the deliverances that 


God did formerly vouchſafe to him, 
and his fellow labourers, Gaius and 
Ariſtarchus; and on that ground 


builds a rock of encouragement, for 


future truſt and dependance , on 


him.—His life had been in very 


, great Jeopardy at Epheſus,—where - 


he had "like to have been brou ghr 
out to the theatre, to be devou red by 


wild beaſts, and indeed had no hu- YL 


man means to avert.—and conſe- ; 
quently to eſcape it;—and therefore, 


f wi was them, that he had this ad- : 


8 2 1 . vantage 
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ne by it, chat · the more he be · . 
| lieved he ſhould be put 0 death, 


the more he was engaged by his 
deliverance, never-to depend on any 
worldly truſt, but only on God, who: 


can reſcue from the greateſt -extre- 
mity, even from the grave and death 


itſelf. For We would not, brethren, ä 
ſays he; have you ignorant of our 
trouble, Whieh came to us in Aſia, 


that we were preſſed out of meaſure, 
above our ſtrength, inſomuch that 


we defpaired - even of life —b 


had the ſentence of death in our- 


ſelves, that We Thould © not truſt in 
ourſelves, but in God, 


4 3 
„ 1 og 
3 "I - os Ws 54 „ mY 43 in 


2 


i, Who faiſeth 
the” dead, who: delivered us from ſo 
t a death and do n and 


. 


io whom one kak be will 
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his: ſulficiency, to diſtruſt that pro- 
vidence which has always had a 
watehful eye over me ?—and who. 
according to his gracious promiſes, 
will never leave me, nor forfake me; 
and who, in all my wants, in all my 
emergencies, his been. abundantly | 
more willing to give, than I to aſk. 
it, —If the former and the latter rain 
have hitherto deſcended upon the 
earth in due ſeaſon, and ſeed time 
and harveſt have never yet failed ;— 
why ſhould I fear famine in the 
jand, or doubt, but that he who 
feedeth the raven, and providently 
catereth for the ſparrow, Thouldlike- 
viſe be my comfort ?—How unlikely” | 
is it that ever he ſhould ſaffer his truth | 
to fall This train of reflection, from 
4 TR”. the 


pO 


the: 1 paſt mercies, is 


ſuitable and natural to all man- 
kind ; — there being no one, who by 
calling to mind God's kindneſſes, 1 
which have been ever of old, but 
will ſee cauſe to apply the ee 
to * — 
- Kid N ee 5 upon | 
the events which have befallen us, 
we are apt to attribute too much to 
the arm of fleſh, in recounting the 
more ſucceſsful parts of them; ſay- 
ing, My wiſdom, my parts, and 
addreſs, extricated me from this miſ- | 
fortune ;—my foreſight and penetra- 
tion ſaved me from a ſecond my 
courage, and the mightineſs of my 
ſtrength, carried me through a 105 
. C.4 third 
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often brought about b 
unlikely cauſes hen he remem 
bers the particular providences which 
have gone along with him, the 
_ _ "Fellvetrtives which 
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third ATI Ger ve ut accuſtemed 


to talk in this minner, yet whoever 
cooly ſits down and reflects upon 


the many aceidents (though very im- 


properly called ſo) which have be- 
fallen him in the courſe of his life 
when he conſiders the many amas 
Zing turns in his favour, ſometimes 


in the moſt unpromiſing 'cafes;—and 
the . moſt 


q +23 04 


able manner in which: he has been 


enabled to get through Uifficulties; 
which on all ſides beſet him, on ofie 


time of his mor or the {trength-ef | 


mind 


. 


de to is who was cha had mere ut 
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mind, be found himſelf endowed 


wich, to encounter afflictions, which 


tel upon him at another period: 


where is the man, 1 ſay, who looks 
back. with the leaſt religious. ſenſe, | 
upon what has thus. happened to 


him, who could not give. you ſuffi- 
cient proofs of God's power, and his 


arm over him, and recount ſeveral 
caſes, wherein the God of Jacob was 
his help; and the e One of _ 
bis ne. 1 5 


Haft 1 ever hid upon the bed 
of languiſhing, or laboured under a 


grievous diſtemper which threatened - 
thy life? an. to in * forrowful 


>» © 4 
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on thee, 7 brought thee out ' of 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
and made all =O bed. in . . 
neſs.— W Þ5 15408 


Hath the ſcantineſs of thy con- 
dition hurried thee into great ſtraits 
and difficulties, and brought thee 
almoſt to diſtraction ?—Conlider Who 
it was that ſpread thy table in that 
wilderneſs of thought, —who was it 


made thy cup to overfiow,—who 
added a friend of conſolation to thee, 


and thereby ſpake peace to thy 
troubled mind. Haſt thou ever ſuſ- 
tained any conſiderable damage in 
thy ſtock or trade? — Bethink thyſelf 
who it was that gave thee a ſerene 
and contented mind under thoſe 
n loſſes.— 


x; LP 


made all that thou haſt done to 


| Geath ke — 
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boſſes.—If thou "haſt recovered, - 


thoſe breaches, - when thy own ſkill 


and endeavours failed: call to mind 
whoſe providence has bleſſed them 


fince,—whoſe' hand it was that has 
ſince ſet a hedge about thee, and 


* * 


proſper.—Haſt thou ever been . 


wounded in thy more tender parts, 


through the loſs of am obliging huſz- 


band ?—or haſt thou been torn away 
| from the embraces of. a dear and 


earns hogs uy” its | unexpetted 


f 2 
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uuth did not approve himſelf a father 
to thee, when fatherleſs,—or a huſ- 


band „ 


band to thee, when a widow,—and 
has either given thee. a name better 
khan of ſons and daughters, or even 
beyond thy hope, made thy remain- 
ing tender branches to grow up tall 
and beautiful, like aſk ag "of Li 
banus.— e ee ei 


i 3& Sy » 


| Strengrhened. he cheſs conſis 
1 tions, ſuggeſting the ſame or like 
paſt deliverances, either to thyſelf.— 
thy friends or acquaintance, thou 
wilt learn this great leſſon in the 
text, in all thy exigencies and dif- 

treſſes, to truſt God ; and whatever 
befalls thee, in the many changes and 

chances of this mortal life, to ſpeak 
comfort to toy foul, and to ſay in 
4 the | 
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the-words' of Hlabekkök itke pro- 


Phet; een » nenen 
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hk athen 1 well not 
bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in 
the vines although the labour of 


the olive .ſhall fail, and the fields 


ſhall yield no- meat; although the 
flock ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no herd in 
the ſtalls; yet we will rejoice in the 


Lord, and joy in the God: 20 * 
lalvation.— 8 e TOUS TIO 


"To whom be all bono 5 en. 
now rand for ever. Amen 
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SERMON VIII. 
Exopus xxi. 14. 


But if a man come preſumptuouſly upon 
his ' neighbour, to flay him with 
guile ;—thou ſhalt take him from my 
altar, that be may die. 


S the end and happy reſult of 

I ſociety, was our mutual pro- 

tection from the depredations which 

why and avarice lays us open 
0,—ſo have the laws of God laid 

EP reſtraints againſt ſuch 


violations. as would defeat us of ſuch 


a ſecurity.—Of all other attacks 
which can be made againſt us,—that 
Vor. VI. R 


Re 
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of a man' 8 m is his all, — 
being the greateſt, the offence, in 
God's diſpenſation to the Jews, was 
denounced as the moſt heinous,.— 

and repreſented as moſt unpardan- 


able.—At the hand of every man's 
brother will IL. require the life of 
man.—Whoſo. ſheddeth man' 8 blood, 
by man ſhalt his blood be ſhed.— 
Ve ſhall take no ſatisfaction for the 
life of a murderer ;—he ſhall ſurely 
be put to death.—So ye ſhall not 
pollute the land wherein ye are, 
| for blood defileth the land- and the 
land cannot be cleanſed of blood 
that is ſhed therein, but by the blood 
of him that ſhed it. For this reaſon, 


by the laws of all civilized nations, 
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in all parts of the globe, it has been 
| Io with death. — 5 F 


ine Gelben 8 bee commu- 
nities have fo far incorporated theſe 
ſevere diſpenſations into their muni- 
cipal laws, as to allow of no diſ- 
tinction betwixt murder and homi- 
eide, —at leaſt in the penalty; 
leaving the intentions of the ſeveral 
parties concerned in it to that Being | 
who knows the heart, and will adjuſt 
the differences of the caſe here- 
after.— This falls, no doubt, heavy 
upon particulars, — but it is urged 
for the benefit of the hole. 161 is 
not the buſineſs of a preacher to 
enter into an examination of tne 
grounds and reaſons for ſo ſeeming 
. a ſe- 


> 
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a ſeverity. — Where moſt ſevere,— 
they have proceeded, no doubt, 
from an exceſs of abhorrence of a 
crime, — which is, of all others, 
moſt terrible and ſhocking in its 
own nature, and the molt direct 
attack and ſtroke at ſociety as the 
ſecurity of a man's life was the firſt 
protection of ſociety. the ground- 
work of all the other bleſſings to be 
deſired from ſuch | compact. 
Thefts.—oppreſſions,— —exaQtions,and 
violences of that kind, cut off the 

branches; this ſmote the root:— 
all periſhed with it —the injury irre- 

parable.— No after · act could make ; 

amends for 1t. What recompence 
can he {org to a man. in neg 4 


aps . * W «> * 1 2 VO 
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S ERM ON VIII. 
ew "if TR. ” A L £4 


for his life?—Whar ſatisfa tion to 
the widow,—the fatherlefs,—to the 
family, — the friends, — the relations, 
'—cut off from his protection, and 


rendered perhaps ae + 
IE ever! 12 


No manger. that, by Ki lar” of 
F. e crime was always pur- 
ſued with. the moſt extreme ven- 
geance which made the darbariaas 
to judge, when they ſaw St. Paul 
upon the point of dying a ſudden and 
terrifying death, No doubt this man 


8 murderer ; who, though he has 


N the fea, yet Vengeance: + fuf- 


4 . 75 


| bret not to lee. Mo Py MINT 


: £8; * 
© 8 1 * 
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Tha See there! was. raſh and 5 


' -upcharirable| but the honeſt deteſ- 


1 


5 . 1 


tation of the crime was uppermoſt.— 
They faw a dreadful puniſhmen t.— 
they thought; — and in ſceing the 
one, - they ſuſpected the other. And 
the vengeance which had overtaken- 
the holy man, was meant by them. 
the vengeance and puniſhment of 
the almighty Being, whoſe provi- 
dence and hohour was. concerned in 
purſuing him, from the place he had 
fled * to that iſland. 


T he Nondus ad authority of God 
is moſt evidently ſtruck at, moſt cer- 
tainly, in every ſuch erime,—and. 


therefore he would purſue it ;—it 


being the reaſon, in the ninth of 
Genelis, upon which the prohibi- 
tion of murder is grounded for 

in 
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in the image of God created he 
man z—as if to attempt the life 


of a man had ſomething in it pecu- 


liarly daring and audacious; not only 
ſhocking as to its conſequence above 


all other crimes, — but of perſonal 
violence and indignity againſt God, 


the author of our life and death. 5 


That it is the higheſt act of injuſtice 


to wan, and which will admit of no 


_ compenſation, —T have ſaid. But the 
depriving a man of life, does not 
comprehend the whole of his ſuf- 
fering; —he may be cut off in an 
unprovided or diſordered condition, 
with regard to the great aecount be- 
twixt himſelf and his Maker. —He 
| may be under the power of irregular 
| paſſions and deſires. —The beſt of - 
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men are not always upon their 
guard.— And I am ſure we have all 
reaſon to join in that affecting part 
of our Litany,—That amongſt other 
evils, God would deliver us from 
ſudden death ;—that we may have 
ſome fore-ſight of that period to 
compoſe our ſpirits, - prepare our 
accounts, —and put ourſelves in the 
beſt poſture we can to meet it; for, 
after we are moſt prepared, —it 18.4 
terror to > human ere. 7 2", 


a people of ſome nations are 
ſaid to have a peculiar art in Nu 
ing by flow and gradual advances.— 

In this caſe, however horrid, —it 
| ſavours of mercy with regard to our 
ſpiritual ſtate; for ne ſenſible de- 


cays 
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cays of nature, which a ſufferer muſt d 
feel within him from the ſecret 
workings of the horrid drug. give 


warning, and ſhew that mercy which 

the bloody hand that comes upon | 
nus neighbour ſuddenly, and lays him | 
; with guite, —has denied him.—ft 
may ſerve to admoniſh him of the 

duty of repentance, and to make his f 
| peace with God, whilſt he had time | 
and opportunity, — The ſpeedy exe- Ls 

cution of juſtice, which, as our laws | 

now ſtand, and which were intended 

' for that-end, —muſt ſtrike the greater 

terror upon that account.—Short as 

the interval between ſentence. and 
death is,—it is long, compared to the 
- 3 caſe of the murdered. Thou al- 
| lowedfi the man no time, —ſaid the 


42 SERMON vi. 


judge to a late criminal, in a * 
affecting manner; — thou allowedſt 
him not a moment to prepare for 
eternity and to one who thinłs at 
1 all, —it is, of all reflections and ſelf. 
accuſation, the moſt heavy and un- 

furmountable—That by the hand of 
violence, a man in a perfect ſtate of 
health, —whilſt he walks out in per- 
fect ſecurity, as he thinks, with his 
friends perhaps whilſt he is ſl-ep- 
ing ſoundly,—to be hurried out of 
the world by the aſſaſſin,—by 4 
ſudden ſtroke, — to find himſelf at 
the bar of God's juſtice, without 
notice and preparation for his trial, — 
tis moſt horrible! 


Though 
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Though he be really a good man, 
(and it is to be hoped God makes 
merciful allowances in ſuch caſes) 
yet it is a terrifying conſideration at 
the beſt ;—and as the injury is 
greater, — there are alſo very aggra- 
vating circumſtances relating to the 
perſon who commits. this act. — As 
when it is the effect not of a raſh and 
ſadden paſſion, which ſometimes. 
diſorders and confounds reaſon for a 
moment, —but of a deliberate and 
propenſe deſign or malice. When 
the ſun not only goes down, but riſes. 
upon his wrath ;—when he ſleeps 
not— till he has ſtruck the ſtroke „— 
when, after he has had time and lei- ; 
dure to recollect himſelf, —and con- 
ficer what he 1 15 going to do when, 
| | after 
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after all the checks of conſcience, 
the ſtruggles of humanity, the re- 
coilings of his own blood, at the 
thoughts of ſhedding another man's, 
Ehe ſhall. perſiſt ſtill.—and reſolve 
to do it. Merciful God | protect 
_us—from doing or ſuffering ſuch 
evils. Bleſſed be thy name and pro- 
vidence, which ſeldom or ever ſuffers 

it to eſcape with impunity.— In vain 
does the guilty flatter himſelf with 
hopes of ſecrecy or impunity.;—the 

5 eye of God is always upon him — 
Whither can he fly from bis pre- 
ſence 1=By" the immenſity of his 

_ nature, he is preſent in all places; 
by the infinity of it, to all times; 
hy his orniſcience, to all thoughts, 
words 
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wenls and actions bf: men. —By an 
emphatical phraſe in Scripture, the 
blood of the innocent is ſaid to cry 


to heaven from the ground for 


vengeance and it was for this rea- 
ſon, that he might be brought to 
juſtice, that he was debarred the 
benefit of any aſylum and the cities 
of refu ge.—F or the elders of his city 
ſhall ſend and fetch him thence, and 
deliver him into the hand of the 
avenger of blood, —and that their eye 
ſh-uld not Pry bim. nga 

The text eee walt 5 
him from my altar that he may die.— 


Ik had been a very ancient imagi- 
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and other horrid crimes, —a place 
held ſacred, as dedicated to God, 
was a refuge and protection to them 
from the hands of juſtice. The law 
of God cuts the tranſgreſſor off from 
all deluſive hopes of this kind — 
and I think the Romiſn church has 
very little to boaſt of in the ſanctu- 
aries which ſhe leaves open, for this 
and other crimes and irregularities. — 
Sanctuaries which are often the firſt 
temptations to wickedneſs, and there- 
fore bring the greater ſcandal and 
diſhonour to her that AUUNFTSES their 
THE 96 AF 


1 obſttodion of 0 Wy of 
juſtice, —is. 2 Uber opened to. betray 
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ſociety, and bereave us of thoſe bleſ- 
ſings which it has in view.— TO 
ſtand up for the privileges of ſuch 
places, is to invite men to ſin with 
a bribe of impunity.— lt is a ſtrange 
way of doing honour to God, to 
ſcreen actions which are a diſgrace to 
humanity.— 


What Scripture and all civilized 
nations teach concerning the crime 


of taking away another man's life, — 


is applicable to the wickedneſs of a 
man's attempting to bereave himſelf 
of his Own. He has no more right 


over it,. — than over that of others: 


and whatever falſe gloſſes have been 
put upon it by men of bad heads or 
bad hearts, —it is at the bottom a 

„„ 8 compli- 
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complication of cowardice, and wick- 


edneſs, and weakneſs ;—is one of 


the fataleſt miſtakes, deſperation can 
hurry a man into ;— inconſiſtent with 
all the reaſoning and religion of the 
world, and irreconcileable with that 
patience under afflictions, — that re- 
ſignation and ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God in all ſtraits, which is required 


of us. — But if our calamities are 
brought upon ourſelves by a, man's 


own wickedneſs, —ſtill has he leſs to 
urge, —leaſt reaſon has he to re- 


nounce the protection of God—when 


he moſt ſtands in nerd of 1 it, .and of 
his my — | 


But as'I 2 the ſubject of ſel. 
murder for my diſcourſe next Sun- 
. 
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day, I ſhall not anticipate 2 1 


have to ſay, - but proceed to con- 
ſider ſome other caſes, in which the 


law relating to the life of our neigh- 
bour is tranſgreſſed in different de- 


grees.— All which are generally 


ſpoken of under the ſubject of mur- 


der, and conſidered by the beſt 
caſuiſts as a ſpecies of the ſame, —and 
in juſtice to "oy e ſubject cannot be 
eg here.— eee 


. 


8 Th Fa, Wholoever: Jadu 
Nos A is a murderer it is the 
fcſt itep to this ſin; - and our Savi- 
our, in his ſermon upon the mount, 
has explained in how many flighter 
and unſuſpected ways and degrecs.— | 
the command in the law; Thou ſhalc 
„ 
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do no murder, may be. FEY if 
not broken. —All real miſchiefs and 
injuries maliciouſſy brought upon a 
man, to the ſorrow. and diſturbance 
of his-mind, eating out the « comfort 
of his life, and ſhortening his days,— 

are this fin in diſguiſe; and the 
grounds of the Scri pture expreſſing | it 
with ſuch ſeverity, is, that the be- 
ginnings of wrath and malice, —in 
event, often extend to ſuch great 
and unforeſeen effects, as, were , we 
e foretold | them, -e ſhould give ſo 
little credit to, as to ſay,—ls thy ſer⸗ 
vant a dog, thar he ſhould do. this 
thing And though theſe begin- 
nings do not neceſſarily produce the 
worſt (God forbid they thould), vet 
N cannot be comm ted without 
: . theſe 


0 — 
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lhe evil ſceds are rſt on —As 
| Cain's- cauſeleſs anger (as Dr. Clark 
obſerves) againſt his brother, —to 
eh the apoſtle alludes—ended . 
in taking away bis life and the beſt 
inſtructors teach us, that, to avoid a 
iin, —we muſt avoid the ſteps and 
temptations Which lead to it. — 


This ud Won us 10 free out 
minds from all tincture of avarice, 
: and deſire after what is another 
mad. It operates the ſame Way,— | 
and has terminated. too oft in the 
fame crime, —And it is the great ex. 
cellency of the chridian religion. 
that i it has. an eye to this, in the 
ſtreſs 1 laid” ypon the firſt ſprings of 


evils in in the heart rendering us ac- 
* In: = [4 Þ4 
E „„ countable | 
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countable not only for our words,— 


but the thoughts themſelves,—if not 
checked in time, but ſuffered to pro- 
ceed further than the firſt motions of 
concupiſcence. 


Le have heard, therefore, ſays our 
Saviour, that it was ſaid by them of 
old time. Thou ſhalt not kill but 
I ſay unto you, -whoſoever is angry 
with his brother without a cauſe, ſhall 
be in danger of the judgment; - and 
whoſoever ſhall fay to bis brother, 
Raca,—ſhall be in danger of the coun- 
cil but whoſoever ſhall fay, © thou 


fool,“ —ſhall be in danger of hell- 


fire. The interpretation of which I | 

ſhall'give you in the words of a great 

ſcripturiſt, Dr. Clark and! is as fol; 
| d 
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lows :—That the three oradations of. 
crimes are an- alluſion to the three 
different degrees of puniſhment, in 
the three courts of judicature amongſt 
the Jeus.— And our Saviour's mean- 
ing was, — That every degree of ſin, 
from its firſt conception to its out- 
rage, —every degree of malice and 
hatred, ſhall receive from God a 
puniſhment proportionable to the of- 
fence, Whereas the old law, accord- 
ing to the jewiſh interpretation, 
extended not to theſe things at 4 
forbade only murder and outward in- 
juries.—W hoſoever ſhall fay, thou 
fool,” ſhall be in danger of hell- 
fire —The ſenſe of which is not that, 
in the ſtrict and literal acceptation, 


every raſh and paſſionate expreſſion - : 
| E Sis 1 ſhall 
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ſhall be puniſhed. with, eternal dam; 
nation; (for who then would be 
faved?)—but that at the exact account 
in the judgment of the great day, 
every ſecret thought and intent of 
che heart ſhall have its juſt eſtimation 
and weight in the degrees of puniſh- 
ment, which ſhall be aſſigned to 
every one in his final ſtate. | 


There is another ſpecies. of this 
crime which ts ſeldom taken notice 
of in diſcourſes upon the ſubject.— 
and yet can be reduced to no other 
dclaſs: And that is, where the life of 
our neighbour is ſhortened, — and 
often taken away as directly as by a 
„ 
ſtrums and quack medicines.— which 
| ha Ignorance 
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: ignorance” ind avarice blerid rte 
loud tongue of ignorance impu- 
dently promiſes much, —and the ear 
of the ſick is open. And as many 
of | theſe pretenders deal in edge 
tools, too many, I fear, erty ow the 
Wo e ee of wenn. | 


J Ch i. 


8 arent: are Ars difficulties. of * 
tracing out the hidden cauſes of the 
 evils/ to which this frame of ours is 
ſubject. that the moſt candid of the 
profeſſion have ever allowed and 
lamented how unavoidably they are 
in the dark. So that the beſt medi 
cines, adminiſtered with the wiſeſt 
Hyails,——fhall often do the miſchief : 


I, 
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they were intended to prevent,— 
Thicke 4 are -misforrunes to which we 
n ,; - 4 e 
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"> 


are ſubject in this ſtate of darkneſs; > 
bur when men without ſkill, - 
without education, without "DIY 
ledge either of the diſtemper, or even. 
of what they ſell, - make merchan- 
dize of the miſerable, —and from a 
diſhoneſt principle—rrifle with the 
pains of the unfortunate,—too often 
with their lives, and from the mere 
motive of a diſhoneſt gain,—every 
ſuch inſtance of a perfon bereft of 
life by. the hand of ignorance, can 
be conſidered in no other light than 
a, branch of the ſame. root.— It is 
murder in the true ſenſe which, 
though not cognizable by.our laws, — 
by the laws of right, every man's own. 
mind and conſcience mult. rear | 
equally black ad deteſtable.— 


4 » 4 
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A In doing what is wrong,—we ſtand 
chargeable with all the bad conſe- 
quences which ariſe from the action, 
whether foreſeen or not. — And as 

the principle view of the empirick in 

thoſe caſes is not what he always 

pretends,. the good of the publick, 

but the good of bimſelf,—it makes 
the action what i it 18.— | 


- 


* Ms. ws it may not be 
improper to comprehend all adulte- 
rations of medicines, wilfully made 
worſe through avarice,—lIf a life is 
loſt by ſuch wilful adulterations,— 
and it may be affirmed, that in many 
critical turns of an acute diſtemper, 
there is but a ſingle eaſt left for the 
| e trink and chance of a 
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fingle drug in his behalf ;,—and if 
that has wilfully been adulterated and 
wilfully deſpoiled of its beſt virtues, 
—what will the vender anſwer ?— 


May God grant we may all * * 
well for ourſelves, that we may be 
finally happy. Amen. 5 
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SERMON IX 
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Bleſſed 3 i be, that fall not + be T 


in me. 


HE general prejudices of the 
Jewiſh nation concerning the 
royal ſtate and condition of the Savi- 
our, who was to come into the 
world, —was a ſtone of ſtumbling, 
and a rock of offence, to the greateſt 
part of that unhappy and prepoſ- 
ſeſſed people, when the promiſe was 
actually fulfilled. — Whether it was 
altogether the traditions of their 
fathers.—or chat the rapturous ex- 
Fae F 
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preſſions « of the prophets, which re- 
preſented t the Meſſiah's ſpiritual king- 
dom in ſuch extent of power . 


dominion, miſled them into it; —0r 
that their own carnal | expeRtations 
indlining them to look for . 
but the wealth and worldly grandeur 
which were to be acquired undet 
their deliverer ; —whether theſe, —or 
that the ſyſtem of temporal bleſſings 
f helped to cheriſh them i in this grols 
and covetous expectation.—it Was 
one of the great cauſes for their 
rejecting him. This fellow, we 
know not whence he ig, —was the 
popular cry of one part; ane they 


* 


who ſeemed to know whence } he was, 
eornfully turned it againſt bim, by 
the 


Ay 
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the u eee. not au the 
carpenter, the ſon of Mary, the 


brother of James and Joſes, and of 


Juda a N nd imon 1 and are not his 
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ſiſters here: -wirh us. And they were 


72 


offended at him.—80 that, though 


Gi 2 95 85 


it was prepared by God to be the 
glory of his people Iſrael, yet the 
circumſtances of humility, in which 
he was manifeſted, were chought a 
ſcandal to them, —Strange that he 
who was born their king,—ſhould 
be born of no other virgin than 
Mary,—the' meaneſt of their people; 
—(for he hath regarded the low 
eſtate of his handmaiden)—and of one - 


of t the pooreſt too :—for ſhe had not 


a lamb to offer —but was purified, | 
is Moſes d Grected in boch a 2 by 
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the oblation of a tu rtle· dove tber 
the Saviour of their nation, whom 
they expected to be uſhered amidſt 
them with all the enſigns and appa- 
ratus of royalty, ſhould be brought 
forth in a ſtable, and anſwerable to 
diſtreſs ſubjected all his life to the 
loweſt conditions of humanity :—that 
whilſt he lived, he ſhould not have 
a hole to put his head in, nor his 
corpſe in, when he died ; but his 
grave too, muſt be the gift of cha- 
rity. —Theſe were thwarting conſi- 
derations to thoſe who waited for the 
1 redemption of Iſrael, and looked for 
it in no other ſhape, than the accom- 
plimment of thoſe golden dreams of 
temporal power and ſovereignty, 
which had filled their j imaginations.— 
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The ideas were not to fie”; recon- 
ciled; — and ſo inſuperable an ob- 
ſtacle was the prejudice on one fide, 
to their belief on the other. tliat it 
literally fell out, as Simeon prophe- 
tically declared of the Meſſiah, —that 45 
he was ſet forth for the Fall, 5 
well as the rifing again, of many in 
Igel. | 


This, choryh it was the cauſe *. 5 
their infidelity.—was however no ex 
cuſe ſor it. For whatever their miſ- 
takes were, the miracles which were 
wrought in contradiction to them, 
brought conviction enough to leave 
them without excuſe; and beſides, 
it was natural for them to have con- 
dude, had their . given 
Vor. 3 Hp them 


Ld 
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| them leave, —that he who fed five 
thouſand with five loaves and two 
fiſhes, could not want power to be 
great; and therefore needed not to 
. appear in the condition of poverty 
and meanneſs, had it not, on other 
ſcores, been more needful to confront 
the pride and vanity of the world, — 
and to ſhew his followers what the 
temper of - chriſtianity was, by the 
temper of its firſt inſtitutor —Who, 
though they were offered, and he 
could have commanded them, —deſ- 
piſed the glories of the world; — 
took upon him the form of a ſervant; 
and though equal with God, —yet 
made himſelf of no reputation, — 
| that he might ſettle, and be the ex- 
ample of ſo holy and humble a reli- 
„ TOE * 8 
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gion, and thereby convince. his dif. 1 
ciples for ever, that neither his king- 
dom nor their happineſs were to be 
of this world. Thus the Jews might 


have eaſily argued ;—but when there 
was nothing but reaſon to do it with 
on one. fide, and ſtrong prejudices, 
backed with intereſt, to maintain the 


diſpute, upon the other,—we do not 


find the point is always ſo eaſily 
determined. Although the purity 


of our Saviour's doctrine; and the 
mighty works he wrought 1 in its ſup- 


port, were demonſtratively ſtronger 


arguments for his divinity; than the 


; unreſpected lowlineſs of his condi- 


tion could be againſt it ;—yet the 
prejudice continued ſtrong';—they 


had been accuſtomed - to temporal . 


F 2 . 


nr 
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promiſes —ſo: bribed to do their 
duty, they could not endure to 
think of a- religion that would not 
promiſe, as moch as Moſes did, to 
fill their baſket, and ſet them high. 
above all nations: —a religion whoſe 
appearance was not great and ſplen- 
did, - but looked thin and meagre; 
and whoſe principles and promiſes, 
—like the curſes of their law,— 
ealled for ſufferings, and wen 
perſecutions. e 
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11 we take chis key along with us 
through the New Teſtament, it will 
Jet us into the ſpirit and meaning of 
many of our Saviour's replies in his 
conferences with his diſciples, and 
75 3 of the Jus! ;—o Pay 
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in this, place, Matthew vi. when 


John had ſent two of his diſciples. to 5 
enquire, Whether it was he that 
| ſhould come, or that they were to 


look for another ?—Our Saviour, 


with a particular eye to this preju- 
dice, and the general ſcandal. he knew 


had riſen againſt his religion upon 


this worldly. account, —uafter a recital 5 
to the meſſengers of the many mira- 


cles he had wrought; as that the 
blind receiv'd their ſight,—the lame, 


walked, —the lepers were cleanſed, — 
the dead raiſed all which :charac- 
ters, with their benevolent ends, fully: 
demonſtrated. him to be the Meſſiah | 
that was promiſed them ;—he cloſes : 
up his, anſwer to them wich the; 
words, of the ter. —And bleſſed is 
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he that ſhall not be offended in me 
bleſſed is the man whoſe upright 
and honeſt heart will not be blinded 
| by worldly conſiderations; or hearken 
to his luſts and prepoſſeſſions in a 
truth of this moment.— The like 
benediction is recorded in the 7th 
chapter of St. Luke, and in the 6th of 
St. John; hen Peter broke out in 
that warm confeſſion of their belief— 
Lord, we believe, we are ſure that 
thou art Chriſt, che ſon of the living, | 
God. The ſame benediction is utter- = 
ed, —though couched in different 
words, — Rleſſed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona for fleſh and blood has not 
revealed it, but my father which is 
in heaven. —Fleſn and blood, the 
natural workings of this carnal de- 
ſire 
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fire the luſt and love of the world 
d no hand in this conviction a 


; but my father, and the 


works which 1 have wrought in his 


name, —in vindication of this faith, 
—have eſtabliſhed thee in it, ET Y 
which the gates of bell ſhall not 


| prevail. — 2 


This n b EY ad 


f almoſt invincible attachment, to the 
intereſts and glories of the world, | 
which we ſee firſt made ſo powerful 


a ſtand againſt the belief of chriſti- 
anity, —has continued to have as ill 
an effect, at leaſt, upon the practice 
of it ever ſince and therefore, 


there is no one point of wiſdom, that 
is of nearer e to us, than 


* 


to purify this croſs appetite, and re- 
ſtrain it within bounds, by lowering 
our high conceit of the things of 
this life, and our concern for thoſe 
| advantages which miſled the Jews. 
To judge juſtly of the world, — we 
muſt ſtand at a due diſtance from 
it which will diſcover to us the | 
vanity of its riches and honours, in 
ſuch true dimenſions, as will engage 
us to behave ourſelves towards them 
with moderation.— This is all that is 
wanting to make us wiſe and good; 
that we may be left to the full 
influence of religion to which 
chriſtianity ſo far conduces, that it is 
the. great bleſüng, the peculiar, ad- 
vantage we enjoy under its inftitus: 
deen uicht in af unde nac any the 
moſt 


* 
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moſt excellent precepts of this kind, 
but alſo. it ſhews us thoſe precepts 
confirmed by moſt excellent exam 
ples.—A heathen philoſopher may 

talk very elegantly about deſpiſing 
the world, and, like Seneca, may 
preſcribe very ingenious rules to teach. | 


us an art he never exerciſed. himſelf: 
—for all the while he was writing in 


Pr aiſe of poverty, he was enjoying 


a great eſtate, and endeavouring to 


make it greater, —But- if ever we 
hope to reduce thoſe rules to prac- 


tice; it muſt be by the help of reli» 


gion.—If we would find men who 
by their lives bore witneſs to their 
doctrines, we muſt look for them 
amongſt the acts and monuments f 
our church, —amongſt the firſt fol- 
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| lowers of their crucified Maſter; who 
| ſpoke with authority, becauſe they 
: ſpoke experimentally, and took care 
to make their words good, — by deſ- 
piling * the world, and voluntarily 
accounting all things in it loſs, that 
they might win Chriſt. —_O holy and 

bleſſed apoſtles !—blefſed were ye 
indeed, — for ye conferred not with 
fleſh and blood, — for ye were not 
offended in him through any con- 


ſſderations of this world e rang 


ferred not with fleſh and blood, nei- 
ther with its ſnares and temptations. 
Neither the pleaſures of life, or 
the pains of death laid hold upon 
your faith, to make you fall from 
him. Te had your prejudices of 
worldly grandeur in common with 
N e 
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the reſt-of your nation ;—ſaw, like 


them, your expectations blaſted ;— 
but ye gave them up, as men go- 
verned by reaſon and truth. —As ye 


ſurrendered all your hopes in this 


world to your faith, with fortitude, — 
ſo did ye meet the terrors of the 


world with the ſame temper: Nei- 
ther the frowns and diſcountenance of 
the civil powers, —neither tribulation 


or diſtreſs, or perſecution;—or cold, 


or nakedneſs, —or famine, —or the 


word, could ſeparate you from the 
love of Chriſt.— Ve took up your 
croſſes chearfully, and followed him; | 
—followed the ſame rugged W . 
trod the wine · pres after bim; — 
voluntarily ſubmitting yourſelves to 
nen, e —to the 

ſcorn- 
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ſcorn and the reprgaches of 
wor Id, which Fe: Ene were to ba 
the portion of all of, yau who. en- 
gaged in preaching. A myſtery ſo 
ſpoken againſt by the wor} ;— —ſo.uns 
palatable to all its paſſions , and plea · 
ſures, — and ſo irreconcileable to the 
pride of human reaſon.— So that ye 


were, as one of ye expreſſed, and all 
of ye experimentally found, though 
ye were made as the filth. of the 
world, and the offscouring of all 
things, upon this account ;—yet ye 


went on as zealouſly as ye ſet out. — 


'Ye were not offended, nor aſhamed 


of the goſpel of Chriſt ;—wherefore 


ſhould ye ?—The impoſture and hy- 


pocrite might have been aſhamed ;— 
_ the, guilty would have found cauſe 
te oe Eg 1 for 
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for it;—ye had no cauſe; thoigh 


ye had temptation. re preached 


zul what ye Rubi, and your Honeſt 


and upright hearts gave Evidence, — 


the ſtrongeſt, —to the truth of it = 


for ye left all, ye ſuffered all; ye. 
gave all that your ſincerity had left 
you to give. Le gave your lives at 


laſt as pledges and confirmations of 


your faith and warmeſt affection for 5 
your Lord. —Holy and bleſſed men! 1 
| —ye g gave all. —when alas! our cold 
and frozen affection will part with 


nothing for his ſake, not even with 


our vices and follies, which are worſe 
thai i nothing for 129 1 are vanity, | 


A © 
WA 


and miſery, and death, — 
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The ſtate of chriſtianity calls not | 
now for ſuch evidences, as the 
apoſtles gave of their attachment to 
it. — We have, literally ſpeaking, 
neither; houſes, nor lands, nor poſſeſ. 
ſions to forſake; — we have neither 
wives or children, or brethren or 
ſiſters, to be torn from; — no ra- 
tional pleaſure or natural endear- 
ments to give up. We have no- 
thing to part with, but what is not 
our intereſt to keep, our luſts and 
paſſions.— We have nothing to do 
for Chriſt's ſake but what is moſt 
for our own ;—that is,—to be tem- 
perate, and chaſte, and juſt, —and 
peaceable, — and charitable, — and 
kind to one another.—So that if man 
could ſuppoſe himſelf in a capacity 

„ e 


ot even of capitulating with God, con- 
6 cerning the terms upon which he 
1 would ſubmit to his government, — 
and to chuſe the laws he would be 
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bound to obſerve. in teſtimony of 1 
er bis faith ; —it were impoſſible for him 0 
r do make any propoſals which, upon i 
a. all accounts, ſhould be more advan- | 
. *2geous o his intereſts, than thoſe | 
„very conditions to which we are 
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* already obliged ; z that is, to deny 
ourſclves ungodlineſs, to live ſoberly 
and righteouſly in this preſent lifes 
ft and lay ſuch reſtraints upon our ap- 
N- petites as are for the honour of 
d human nature,—the improvement 1 
d our happineſs, our health, —our. 
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„peace, — our reputation and ſafety. 
7 When one conddere this repreſen- 
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The ſtate of chriſtianity calls not 
now for ſuch evidences, as the 
apoſtles gave of their attachment to 
it. —We have, literally ſpeaking, 
neither houſes, nor lands, nor poſſef- 
ſions to forſake; we have neither 
wives or children, or brethren or 
ſiſters, to be torn from; no ra- 
tional pleaſure—or natural endear- 
ments to give up. —We have no- 
thing to part with, — but what is not 
our intereſt to keep. — our luſts and 
paſſions.—We have nothing to do 
for Chriſt's ſake—but what is moſt 
for our own that is, — to be tem- 
perate, and chaſte, and juſt,—and 
peaceable, — and charitable, — and 
kind to one another.— So that if man 
could * himſelf 1 in a capacity 
. „ WER 
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even of capitulating with God, con- 
cerning the terms upon which he 
would ſubmit to his government; — 
and to chuſe the laws he would be 
bound to obſerve in teſtimony of 


his faith; —it were impoſſible for him 


to make any propoſals which, upon 
all accounts, ſhould. be more advan- 
tageous to his intereſts, — than thoſe 


very conditions to which we are 
already obliged that is, to deny 
ourſelves ungodlineſs, to live ſoberly 
and righteouſly in this preſent lifes + 


and lay ſuch reſtraints upon our ap- 
petites as are for the honour of 
buman nature,—the improvement of 
our happineſs, our health. „ our 
peace, — our reputation and ſafety — 
Wien one daten this n 

| | tation 


- * 
— 
8 << 


% SERMON IX 


tation -of the temporal inducements 


of chriſtianity, —and compares it 
with the difficulties and diſcourage- 


ments which they encountered who 
firſt made profeſſion of a perſecuted 
and hated religion ;—at the fame 


time that it raiſes the idea of the 
fortitude and ſanctity of theſe holy 
men, of whom the world is not wor- 
thy, —it fadly diminiſhes that of our- 

| ſelves, which, though it- has all the 
bleſſings of this life apparently on 
its ſide to ſupport it, — yet can ſcerce 
be kept alive; — and if we may form 
a judgment from the little ſtock of 
religion which is left, —ſhould God 
ever exact the ſame trials, —unleſs 
ve greatly alter for the better, or 
there ſhould prove ſome ſecret charm 
85 Fg 2% 303M 
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to conform our lives to theirs, — | 
with them we may be  partakers of : 

a glorious inheritance, through Jeſus 
Chr iſt our Lord. ; A men. vi N IC-- | 


m which: we know | not 
of,—JFt is much to be doubted; if the 
ſon of man ſhould" make this proof, 
—of this generation, - whether there 


_ 


9 As this argument may . convince | 
us, —lo let it ſhame Us into virtue. 


that the admirable examples of thoſe f 


holy men may not be left us, or 5 


commemorated by us to no end; 
but rather that they may anſwer thi: 


pious purpoſe of their inſtitution,— 
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1 Join v. 3. 


And his commandments are not 


f 


grievous. 


2 of 


dear auditors —Amongft the 


many prejudicies which at one time 
or other have been conceived againſt 
our holy religion, there is ſcarce 
any one which has done more diſ- 


honour to chriſtianity, or which has 


been more oppoſite to the ſpirit of 


the goſpel, than this, in expreſs con- 
tradition to the w ords of the text, 

. That the commandments of God 
ue 2 * ö are 
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are grievous. That the way which 
leads to life is not only ſtrait, for 
that our Saviour tells us, and that 
with much tribulation we ſhall ſeek 

it; — but that chriſtians are bound 
to make the worſt of it, and tread it 
barefoot upon thorns and briers,—if 


ever they expect to arrive happily at 


their journey's end.— And in courſe, 
during this diſaſtrous pilgrimage, 
it is our duty ſo to renounce the 
world, and abſtract ourſelves from 
it, as neither to interfere with its 
intereſts, or taſte any of the plea- 


- ſures, or any of the enjoyments of 


Nor has this been confined merely 
o ſpeculation, but has frequently 
6 deen 
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i been extended to practice, is = 
| plain, not only from the lives of 

C many legendary ſaints and hermits, : 
? —whole chief commendation ſeems 

| to have been, ©. That they fled un- 

t naturally from all commerce with | 
F their fellow creatures, and then 


t mortified, and piouſly—half ſtarved 


—— — — - 4 n TS * 4 Sy 6 —_—— D 
S 4 2 * 12 * * * l — In ne py ng _— — — r r > . Pa A 0 
” . — IRE © — 2 2 HA He — =(28, SED r r . * n 
cc r 


4 themſelves to death ;”—but likewiſe 
4 from the many en and fantaſtic 
e orders which we ſee in the Romiſh 
n church, which have all owed theic 
8 origin and eſtabliſhment to the ſame 
1 idle and extravagant . 5 
f 
Nor i is it to by doubted, but * | ; 
affectation of ſomerhing like . | 
y our, Methodiſts, when they dilcant < — f 
y upon the neceſſity of alienating then: : 
un 64 . ſelves N 
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ſelves from the world, and ſelling 
all that they have, is not to be 
aſcribed to the fame miſtaken enthu- 
ſiaſtic principle, which would caſt 
ſo black a» ſhade upon religion, as 
if the kind Author of it had created 
us on. purpoſe to go mourning, all 
cur lives long, in ſack-cloth and 
aſhes,—and ſent us into the world, 
as ſo. many ſaint-errants, in queſt of 
adventures full of ſorrow and ab 
cone Hor 


= Sung force of enthuſiaſm !— 
and yet not altogether unaccount- 
able.— For what opinion was there 
ever ſo odd, or action ſo extrava- 
gant, which has not, at one time or 
| TY been produced by ignorance, 

| con- 
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—conceit, —melancholy —a mix- 


ture 0 of devotion, with an ill con- 


currence of air and diet, operating 
together in the ſame perſon.— When 
the minds of men happen to be thus 


unfortunately prepared, whatever 


groundleſs doctrine riſes up, and ſet- 
tles itfelf ſtrongly upon their fan- 


cies,” has generally the ill- luck to be 


interpreted as an illumination from 
the ſpirit of God ; and whatever 
ſtrange action they find in themſelves 
a ſtrong inclination to do,—that im- 


pulſe is concluded to be a call from 


heaven; and conſequently, ——thatthey | 
cannot err in executing 1 it.— 


TO +. 4 
; a 
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Af this, or Side ſoch account, was 
not to be admitted, how is it poſſible 
Fr * 
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to be conceived that chriſtianity, which 
breathed out nothing but peace and 
comfort to mankind, which profel- 
ſedly took off the ſeverities of the 
Jewiſh law, and was given us in the 
ſpirit of meeknels, to eaſe our ſhoul- 
ders of a burthen which was too 
heavy for us;—that this religion, ſo 
- kindly calculated for the eaſe and 
tranquility of man, and enjoins no- 
thing but what is ſuitable to his 
nature, ſhould be ſo miſunderſtood; 
—or that it ſhould ever be ſup- 
poſed, —that he who is infinitely 
happy, could envy us our enjoy- 
ments ;—or that a Being infinitely 
kind, would grudge a mournful paſ- 
ſenger a little reſt and refreſhment, 
to ſupport his ſpirits through a weary 

; pilgri- 
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pilgrimage z—or that he ſhould call 
him to an account hereafter, be- 


cauſe, in his way, he had haſtily 


ſnatched at ſome fugacious and inno- 
cent pleaſures, till he was ſuffered 
to take up his final repoſe.— This is 
no improbable account, and the many 
Invitations we find in Scripture to a 


grateful enjoyment of the bleſſings 


and advantages of life, make it 
evident. — The apoſtle tells us in the 
text That God's commandments 
are not grie vous. He has pleaſure 
in the proſperity of his people, and 
wills not that they ſhould turn tyrants 


and executioners upon their minds 


or bodies, and inflict pains | and 


penalties on them to no end or pur- 


. — Phat he has n peace 6 


and 
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and plenty, joy and Vittory, as the 
encouragement and portion of bis 
ſervants; thereby inſtructing us,. — 

that our virtue is not neceſſarily en- 
dangered by the fruition of outward 
things ; but that temporal bleſſings 
and advantages, inſtead of extin- 
guiſhing, more naturally kindle our 
love and gratitude to God, before 
whom it is no way inconſiſtent both 
to worſhip and rl 8 


3 this: was not fo, why; you'll 
ſay, does God ſeem to have made 
ſuch proviſion for our happineſs 2— 
Why has he given us ſo many powers 
and faculties for enjoyment, And 
adapted ſo many objects to gratify 
and entertain them Some of which 
__ "as * 
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he has created ſo fair,—with ſuch 
vonderful beauty, and has formed | 


them ſo exquilitely for this end,— 


that they. have power, for a time, to 


charm. away the ſenſe of pain,—to 


chear up the dejected heart under 
poverty and ſickneſs, and make it 
go and remember its miſeries no 
more.— Can all this, you'll ay, be 


reconciled to God's wiſdom, which 
does nothing 1 in vain or can it be 


accounted for on any other ſuppo- 
ſition, but that the author of our 
Being, who has given us all things 
richly to enjoy, wills us a comfort - 
able exiſtence even Bere, a and ſeems 


* 
„* 


moreover ſo evidently to have ordered 


things, with a view to this, that the 


ways which lead to our future happi= 
nels, I 


* - 
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nels, ; when rightly underſtood, he 
has made to be ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths peace. 


From this repreſentation of things 

we are led to this demonſtrative 
truth, then, that God never intend- 
ed to debar man of pleaſure, under 
certain limitations. 


Travellers on a buſineſs of the laſt 
and moſt important concern, may be 
allowed to pleaſe their eyes with the 
natural and artificial beauties of the 
country they are paſſing through, 
without reproach of forgetting the 
main errand they were ſent upon 
—and if they are not led out of 
their road by variety of proſpects, 

| _ edifices 
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edifices and ruins, would it not be 
a ſenſeleſs piece of ſeverity to ſhut 
their eyes againſt ſuch gratifica- 
tions? For who has required ſuch ſer- 
vice at their bands ? ? 


The Waser of certain appe- 


| tites, where morality is not con- 


cerned, ſeems to be the means by 
which the Author of nature intended - 


to ſweeten this journey of life, - and 
bear us up under the many ſhocks 


and hard joſtlings, which we are ſure 
to meet with in our way.— And a 
man might, with as much reaſon, 
muffle up himſelf againſt ſun-ſhine 
and fair weather, —and at other times 
expoſe himſelf naked to the incle- 
mencies of cold _ rain, as debar 
himſelf 
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himſelf of the innocent delights of 
his nature, for affected reſerve and 
melancholy. 


It is true, on the other hand, our 
paſſions are apt to grow upon us by 
indulgence, and become exorbitant, 
if they are not kept under exact 
diſcipline, that by way. of caution 
and prevention, twere better at cer- 
tain times, to affect ſome. degree of 
needleſs reſerve, than hazard any ill 
conſequences from the other extreme. 


But when almoſt the whole of reli- 
gion is made to conſiſt in the pious 
fooleries of penances and ſuffer- 
ings, as is practiſed in the church of 
Rome (did no Fer: evil attend it), 


yet, 


8 KM ON K 35 


des Hase dt Iv pohemg relive upon 


i 


2 vrong ſeent, placing it more in 


theſe than in inward purity and in- 


tegrity of heart, one cannot guard 


too much againſt this, as well as all 
other ſuch abuſes of religion, as 
make it to conſiſt in ſomething which 
it ovght not. How ſuch mockery | 
became a part of religion at firſt; . 
of ee what motives they were ima- 
God, is 80 give a better account 
of than what was hinted above z— — 
namely, — that men of melancholy 
and moroſe tempers, conceiving the 
Nity to be like themſelves, a glootny, En 


diſcontented and ſorrowful being,— 


believed he delighted, as they did, 
— 4 and tnortifying actions, 


= " 
EN DNS 
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and therefore made PETTY religious 
worſhip to conſiſt of chimeras as wild 
and barbarous, as their own dreams 
A AA... 


What ignorance and enthuſiaſm 
at firſt introduced, now tyranny and 


impoſture continue to ſupport.— So 
that the political improvement of 
theſe deluſions to the purpoſes of 


wealth and power, is made one of 
the ſtrongeſt pillars which upholds 


the Romiſh religion; — which, with 
all its pretences to a more ſtrict mor- 
tification and ſanctity,. when you 


examine it minutely, is little elſe 


than a mere pecuniary contrivance.— 


And the trueſt definition you can 


S of ne. it is 2 


$ 8 1 * een 
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ſyſtem put together and contrived o 
operate upon men's weaknefles and 
paſſions, —and thereby to pick their 
pockets, and leave them in a fit 
condition for its arbitrary deſigns. 


And indeed that church has not 
been wanting in gratitude for the 
good offices of this kind, which the 
doctrine of penances has done them; 
for, in conſideration of its ſervices, — 
they have raiſed it above the level 
of moral duties, —and haye at length 
complimented it into the number of 
their ſacraments, and made it a ne- 
ceſſary Pint to ſalvation. 


By theſe, ang. abs tenets, no leſs 
e and inquiſitional, - —popery has 
ny H 2ͤͥ̃ ' n_ 
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found out the art r making” men 
miſerable in ſpite of theit "ſenſes, 
and the plenty with which Goo has 
bleſſed them. Fn 


80 that Ih many countries where 
popery reigns, but eſpecially in that 
part of Italy where ſhe has raiſed her 
throne,—though, by the happineſs of 
its ſoil and climate, it is- capable of 
_ producing as great variety and abun- 
dance as any country upon earth ;— 
yet 10 ſucceſsful have its ſpiritual 
directors been in the management 
and retail of theſe bleſſings, that they 
have found means to allay, if not 
entirely to defeat, them all, by one 
pretence or other. Some birternels 
is ofticiouſly ſqueezed into every 

man 8 
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man's s cup for his ſoul's health, till, 
at length, the whole intention of 
nature and providence is deſtroyed. 
lt is not ſurprizing, that where 
ſuch unnatural ſeverities are practiſed 
and heightened by other hardſhips, . 
—the moſt fruitful land ſhould be 
barren, ahd wear a face of poverty 
and deſolation ;—or that many thou- 
lands, as have been obſerved, ſhould 
fly from the rigours of ſuch a go- 
vernment, and ſeek ſhelter rather 
amongſt rocks and deſarts, than lie 
at. the mercy of ſo many unreaſon- 
able taſk-maſters, under whom they 
can hope for no other reward of their 
induſtry, —but rigorous lavery, made 
ſtill worſe by the tortures of un- 
neceſſary mortifications.— 1 ſay un- 
3 4 neceſſary. 
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neceſſary, —becauſe where there 7s a: 
virtuous and good end propoſed from 
any ſober inſtances of ſelf-denial- and 
mortification, God forbid. we ſhould. 
call them unneceſſary, or that we 
ſhould diſpute againſt a thing from 
the abuſe to which it has been put; 
Land, therefore, what is ſaid in ge- 
neral upon this head, will be under- 
ſtood to reach no farther than where 
the practice is become a mixture of 
fraud and tyranny, but will no ways 

be interpreted to extend to thoſe 
iclf-denials which the diſcipline of 
our holy church directs ar this ſolemn | 
ſeaſon ; which have been introduced 
by reaſon and good ſenſe at firſt, and 
have ſince been applied to ſerve no 
r thoſe of religion :— 
— „ theſe, 


5. 


theſe, by reſtraining our appetites 


for a while, and withdrawing our 
thoughts from groſſer objects, do, 
by a mechanical effect, diſpoſe us 


for cool and ſober reflections, incline 
us to turn our eyes inwards upon 
ourſelves, and conſider what we 


are, —and what we have been doing; 


for what intent we were ſent into 


ters we were . to 80 A it 


4 is e W a Fr . 
man, at ſome certain periods, ſhould 


be prepared to enter into this ac- 


count; and without ſome ſuch diſ- 
cipline, to check the inſolence of un- 
reſtrained appetites, and call home 


e conſcience,—the ſoul of man. 


H . capable 
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capable as it is of brightneſs and 
perfection, would fink down to the 
loweſt depths of darkneſs and bru- 
tality.— However true this is, — there 
ſtill appears no obligation to renounce 
the innocent delights of our beings, 
or to affect a ſullen diſtaſte againſt 
them. Nor, in truth, — can even 
the ſuppoſition of it be welt admit- 
ted: for pleaſures ariſing from the 
free and natural exerciſe of the facul- 
ties of the mind and body, to talk 
them down, is like talking againſt 
the frame and mechaniſm of human 
nature, and would be no leſs ſenſe- 
leſs than the diſputing againſt the 
burning of fire, or falling downwards 
of a ſtone.—Beſides this, - man is ſo 
cContrived, that he ſtands in need of 
"da „ -qFoquenc 
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frequent repairs both mind and 
body are apt to ſink and grow un- 
active under long and cloſe attention; 
and, therefore, muſt be reſtored by 
proper recruits. Some part of our 
time may doubtleſs innocently. and 
lawfully be employed in actions 
merely diverting ;—and whenever 
ſuch indulgencies become criminal, 
it is ſeldom the nature of the actions 
themſelves, but the exceſs which 

makes them ſo. reh 
| Hs one may here aſk, B 7 
what rule are we to judge of exceſs 
in theſe caſes If the enjoyment of 
the ſame ſort of pleaſures may be 
either innocent or guilty, according 
to . uſe or abuſe of mn 
thall 
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mall we be certified where the boun- 
daries lay ?—or be ſpeculative enough 

to know how far we may go with 
- ſafety ?—-I anſwer, there are very 
few who are not caſuiſts enough to 
make a right judgment in this point. 
Por ſince one principal reaſon, why 
God may be ſuppoſed to allow plea- 
fore in this world, ſeems to be for 
the refreſhment and recruit of our 
fouls and bodies, which, like clocks, 

' muſt be wound up at certain inter- 
| vals, — every man underſtands fo 
much of the frame and mechaniſm of 
himſelf,” to know how and when to 
unbend himſelf with ſuch relaxations 
as are neceſſary to regain his natural 
vigour and chearfulneſs, without 


which 1 it is impoſſible he ſhould either 
\ be 
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be in a diſpoſition. or capacity to diſ- 
charge the ſeveral duties of his life. 
—Here then the partition becomes 


Whenever we pay this tribute to 


our. appetites, : any further than is 
 lufficient for the purpoſes for which. | 
it was firſt granted, — the action prouo—- 
portionably loſes ſome ſhare of its 


innocence.— The furpluſage of what 


is unneceſſarily ſpent on ſtich occa-- 

ſons, is ſo much of the little portion 
of our time negligently ſquandered, 
which, in prudence, we ſhould apply. | 
better; becauſe it was-allotted us for 
more important uſes, and a different 
account will be required of it at our 
| Gs . K* 
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For this reaſon, does it not evi- 
dently follow, that many actions 
and purſuits, which are irreproach- 
able in their own natures, may be 
rendered blameable and vicious, from 
this ſingle conſideration, © That they 
have made us waſteful of the mo- 
ments of this ſhort and © uncertain 
fragment of life, which ſhould be 
almoſt one of our laſt prodigalities, 
ſince of them all, the leaſt retriev- 
able.” —Yet how often is diverſion, 
inſtead of amuſement and relaxation, 
made the art and buſineſs of life 
itſelf? Look round, what policy 
and contrivance is every day put in 
practice, for pre- engaging every day 
in the week, and parcelling out every 
hour of the day for one idleneſs or 
ol another, — 
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another; —for doing nothing,—or 
ſomething worſe than nothing ;—and 
that with ſo much ingenuity, as ſcarce 
to leave a minute upon their hands | 


to reproach them.—Though we all 
complain of the ſhortneſs of life, — 


yet” how ) many people ſeem quite 5 


overſtocked with the days and hours 


of it, and are continually ſending 


out into the highways and ſtreets of 
the city for gueſts to come and take 


it off their hands. —If ſome of the 

more diſtreſsful objects of this kind : 
were to fir down, and write' a bill of 

their time, though partial as that of 
the unjuſt ſteward, hen they found 
in reality that the whole ſum of it, 
for wy yOu; 2 to little 
RAin duc ! | more 
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more than dis, hs they ns. roſe 
had laid down 4800. n ee 
they were fit for nothing elſe ;— 
when they looked back and beheld 
this fair ſpace, capable of ſuch hea- 
venly improvements, —all ſcrauled 
over and defaced with a ſucceſſion 
of ſo many unmeaning ciphers, — 
good God I—how would they be 
aſhamed: and confounded”; at 0 ac- 
count! 


Wich what reflections will they be 
able to ſupport themſelves in the 
decline of a life ſo miſerably caſt 
away,—ſhoyld it happen, as it ſome- 
times ert they have Rood idle 


even 


impertinence,—then reaſon and re- 


even unto the eleventh hour. We 


have not always power, and are net 
always in a temper, to impoſe upon 
ourſelves. When the edge of appe- 
youthful days are cooled, which hur- 
us on in a circle of pleaſure and 


flection will have the weight which 
they deſerve ;—affliftions, or the 
bed of ſickneſs, will ſupply the place 
of conſcience and if they ſhould 
fail, —old age will overtake us at 
laſt,—and ſhew us the paſt purſuits 
of life, —and force us to look upon 
them in their true point of view. —If 


there is any thing more to caſt a 


aaa melapchaly a: f. 
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pect 48 this ſhews us,—it is s ſurely 
the difficulty and hazard of having 
11 the work of the day to perform 
in the laſt hour — of making an 
atonement to God, when we have no 
facrifice to offer him, but the dregs 
and infirmities of thoſe days, when 
we could have no pleaſure in them. 


How far God may be pleaſed to 
accept ſuch late and imperfect ſer- 
vices, are beyond the intention of 
this diſcourſe. Whatever ſtreſs ſome 
may lay upon it, —a death-bed re- 
pentance is but a weak and ſlender 
plank to truſt our all upon. Such 
as it is to that, and God's infinite 
mercies, we commit them, Who will 


not 


JJ 0-7} OG. 0s 
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not employ that time and oppor- 


tunity he has given to provide : a 
henter ſecurity. 


That we may all. make a right 
uſe of the time allotted us,. God 
grant through the merits of his Son 
”m Chriſt. Amen. 
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St. Joun XV. 5. 


| ur without me, ” can 45 no- 


| 


VU JR Furien in the former 
fpart of the verſe, having told 
his diſciples, —Thart he was the vine, 
and that they were only branches ;— _ 
intimating, in what a degree their 
| good fruits, as well as the ſucceſs of 
all their endeavours, were to depend 
upon his communications with them; 
—he cloſes the. illuſtration with the 
_ inference from it, in the words of 
the text. For without me, ye can 
we. Ly 1 


— ̃ —————————————————————————_—CM——C——  —T—————— — gy — 
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do nothing. In the txth chapter to 
the Romans, where the manner is 
explained in which a chriſtian ſtands 


by faith, — there is a like illuſtration 


made uſe of, and probably with an 
eye to this, —where St. Paul in- 
ſtructs us, that a good man ſtands 
as the branch of a wild olive does, 
when it is grafted into a good olive 


tree ;—and that is, —it flouriſhes not 


through its own virtue, but in virtue 
of the root, and ſuch 2 root as is 
nenn not its own. 


S i 1 dente in that paſ- 


ſage,—thar the apoſtle calls a bad 
man a wild olive tree — not barely 


a branch, (as in the other caſe) but 


a tree, which having a root of its 


own, 
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a own, ſupports itſelf, and ſtands in 
its own ſtrength, and brings forth its 


| own fruit.—And. fo does every bad 

man in reſpect of the wild and four 
E: fruit of a vicious and corrupt heart. 
| According to tae reſemblance, — 
; if the apoſtle intended it,—he is a 
| tree, —has a root of his own,—and 
fruitfulneſs, ſuch as it is, with a 


power to bring it forth without help. 
But in reſpect of religion, and the 
' moral improvements of virtue and 
| goodneſs, —the apoſtle calls us, and 
reaſon tells us, we are no more than 
e a branch; and all our fruitfulneſ, 
and all our ſupport, depend ſo 
much upon the influence and com- | 
munications of God,—that without 
him we can do nothing,—as our 
i 1 Saviour 


* 
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Saviour declares in the text. There 
is ſcarce any point in our religion 
wherein men have run into ſuch 

violent extremes as in the ſenſes given 
to this, and ſuch ke declarations in 
Scripture, —of our ſufficiency being 
of God; — ſome underſtanding them 
ſo, as to leave no meaning at all in 
them others, too much: — the 
one interpreting the gifts and influ- 
ences of the ſpirit, ſo as to deſtroy 
the truth of all ſuch promiſes and 
declarations in the goſpelz— the 
bother carrying their - notions of them 
ſo high, as to deſtroy the reaſon of 
the goſpel itſelf. and render the 
chriſtian religion, which conſiſts of 
ſober and conſiſtent doctrines, the 
moſt intoxicated, the moſt wild 


p | anth unintelligible inftivarion mare ever 
was in the dun. R Ban 


Nil 4 
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This Fo aint I know not 
bow I can more ſeaſonably engage 
your attention this day, than by a 
mort examination of each of theſe 
errors in doing which, as I ſhall 

take ſome pains to reduce both the 
extremes of them to reaſon,—it will 

farily lead me, at the ſame time, 
| to mark the ſafe and true doctrine of 
our church, concerning the promiſed 
influences and opera tions of the ſpi- 
rit of God upon our hearts; — Which, 
however depreciated through the firſt 

|; miſtake, or boaſted of beyond mea- 

ſure through the ſecond, — muſt 

„ nevertheleſs be ſo limited and under- 


Rood, | 
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ſtood, —as, on one hand, to make 


the goſpel of Chriſt conſiſtent with 


itſelf, —and, on the other, to make 
it conſiſtent with reaſon and common 
ſenſe. 


F 


# 


If we conſider the many expreſs 
declarations, wherein our Saviour. 
tells his followers, before his cruci- 
fixion,—That God would ſend his 
ſpirit. the comforter amongſt them, 


to ſupply his place in their hearts; 


—and, as in the text, that without 


him, they could do nothing —if we 


conceive them as ſpoken to his diſci- 
ples 'with an immediate view to the 
emergencies they were under, from 
their natural incapacities of. finiſhing | 
the * work he had left them, and 

boilding 
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building upon that large foundation 


he had laid, without ſome extraor- 
dinary help and guidance to carry 


them through, — no one can diſpute 
that evidence and confirmation which 


was after given of its truth ;—as our 


Lord's diſciples were illiterate men, 


conſequently unſkilled in the arts and 


acquired ways of perſuaſion.— Un- 
leſs this want had been ſupplied, — 
the firſt obſtacle to their labours muſk 


have diſcouraged and put an end to 


them for ever. — As they had no 


language but their own, without the 


gift of tongues they could not have 


preached the goſpel except in Judea z 5 


—and as they had no authority of 


their own, — without the ſupernatural 


one of Signs and - wonders, — they 


could 
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could not vouch for the truth of it 
beyond the limits where it was firſt 
tranſacted. In this work, doubtleſs, 
all their ſufficiency and power of act 
ing was immediately from God j— 
his holy ſpirit, as he had promiſed 
them, ſo it gave them à mouth-and 
wiſdom which all their adverſaries 
were not able to gainſay or reſiſt. — 
So that without him,—without theſe 
extraordinary gifts, in the moſt lite. 
ral ſenſe of the words, they could do 
nothing. But beſides this plain ap- 
plication of the text to thoſe particu- 
lar perſons and times, when God's 
| fpirit was poured down in that fignal 
manner held "ſacred to this day, 
there is ſomething in them to be ex- 
ended uren which chriſtians of all 


ages, 


* n an e 196 
es — and, J hope, of all denomina- 


8 tions,.. haye Killa claim and truſt i in, 


—and that is, the ordinary aſſiſtance 


and influences of the ſpirit of God 


in our hearts, for moral and virtuous 


improvements; ,—theſe, both i in their 5 


natures as well as intentions, being 


altogether different. from. the others 
above-mentioned. conferred pon the 


_ diſciples of our Lord. — The one were 


miraculous gifts, —in which the en- 


dowed perſon contributed nothing, 


which. advanced. human nature above 


icſelf, and raiſed all its projectile 


ſprings above their fountains; ena- 


bling them to ſpeak. and act ſuch 
things, and in ſuch manner, as was 
impoſſible for men not inſpired and 

. upheld. —In, the other 


caſe, | 


* 


: caſe, the helps ſpoken of were the 1 in- 
fluences of God's ſpirit, which up- 
held us from falling below the dig- 
nity of our nature : that divine af 
tance which graciouſly kept us from 
Falling, and enabled us to perform 
the holy profeſſions of our religion.— 
Though theſe are equally « called ſpi- 
ritual gifts, they are not, as in the 
firſt caſe, the entire works of the ſpi- 
rit. but the calm co- operations af it 

with our own endeavours; and are or- 
dinarily what every ſincere and well - 
diſpoſed chriſtian has reaſon to pray 
for, and expect from the ſame foun- 
tain of ſtrength, who has promiſed 
to give, his holy ſpirit to chem that 
WAS c.; 15 


Tiom 


SERMON-XI uy 
From this point, which is the true 
doctrine of our church, the two par- 
ties begin to divide both from it and 


each other ; each of them equally 


miſapplying theſe paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, and wreſting them to extremes 
equally pernicious.— 


To begin with the frſt; of 1 


mould you enquire the. explanation 


and meaning of this or of other texts, 


T vherein the aſſiſtance of God's 
grace and holy ſpirit is implied as 


neceſſary to ſanctify our nature, and 


enable us to ſerve and pleaſe God? 


— They will anſwer, —That no doubt 
all our parts and abilities are the gifts 


k | * „ \ 
of God, - who is the original author 


of our nature, — and, of conſequence, 


of 


4 


1 
i 
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of all that belongs thereto. —T' hat as 
by bim we live, and 1 move, and bave our 
| being. e muſt in courſe depend 
upon him for all our actions whatſo- 
ever, —ſince we muſt depend upon 
him even for our life, and for every 
moment of its continuance —That 
from this view of our ſtare and natu- 


'ral dependence, it is certain they will 
ſay, —We can do nothing without his 
help. —But then they will add, —that | 
it concerns us no farther as chriſtians, 
than as we are men the ſanctity of 
our lives, the religious habits and 
improvements of our hearts, in no 
other ſenſe depending upon God, 
than the moſt indifferent of our ac- 
tions, or the natural exerciſe of any 
of the other powers he has given us. 

—Agree- | | 


1 
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4 


$3 r : 


—Agreeably with this, that the ſpi- x 
ritual gifts ſpoken of i in Seripture, 
are to be underftood by way of accom- 
modation, to ſignify the natural or ac- 
quired gifts of a man's mind; ſuch 
as memory, fancy, wit and elo- : 
quence which, in a ſtrict and philo- 
ſophical ſenſe, may be called ſpiri- 

| BE mal ;—becauſe they tranſcend the 

mechanical powers of matter, —and : 
proceed more or leſs from the rati- 
onal foul, which is a wire, ſub- 


to be called fpiricyal gift, T ſhall not 


* 


the interpretation cuts the knot, in- 
Vor. VI. ” _ Read 


"Whether eſe TER” in 8 i | 


contend, as it ſeems a mere diſpute = 
about words bur! it is enough that | 
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Z ſtead of untying it; and, n ex- | 


plains away all kind of meaning in 
the above Promiſes.— And the error 


of them ſeems to ariſe, in the firſt 


-; | place, from not diſtinguiſhing chat 
1 theſe ſpiritual gifts, —if they muſt 
= be called ſo,—ſuch as memory, fancy 


25 He 2 
% x* 
Foy 
2 of 


and wit, and other endowments of 


the mind, which are known by the, 
name of natural parts, belong merely 


to us as men.z and whether the 1 


ferent degrees, by which we excel 


each other in them, arte from a na- 
tural difference of our ſouls,—or a 
happier diſpoſition of the orga- 
nical parts of us. — They are ſuch, 
however, as God originally beſtows 
upon us, and with which, in a great 
f meaſure, we are ſent, into che world. 


But 


SERMON XL tht 


But the moral gifs e of the Holy Ghoſt, 


: — which, are more commonly called 


the fruits of the ſpirit. cannot be 


| confined within. this deſeription— 
| W = come not into the world equipt 
With virtues, as we do with talents; 
| kf we did, we ſhould come into 
| the world with that which fobbed' 

virtue of its beſt title both ro prefent- 


commendation and future reward. 


The gift of continency depends nor. F 
as theſe affirm, upon a mere con N CRETE. 
of the conſtitution or patiencè an 5958 8 5 5 
humility from an inſenfibility of it; £ 1 
r. they are virtues inſenſibly 
wrought in us by the endeavouts of 5 r 
our own wills and concurrent influ- EA 
ences of a gracious agent ; and the 
religious improvements ariſing from 


K 2 thence, 


£ 
f „ 
. 


cal powers given us,—thar the con- 
trary is true 3—namely,—that the 
ſtream of our affections and appe- 


; np ment for „con * — 
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thence, are ſo far from being the 


* 9 


e gects of nature, and a fit. diſpo- 
ſition of the ſeveral parts and organi- 


ütes but too naturally « carry us the 
other way.—F or this, let any man 
lay his hand upon his heart, and re- 
flect what has paſt within him, | in the 
ſeveral conflicts of meckneſs,—tem- 5 
resse ar, and other ſelf-de- 

als,—ang. he will. need no better 


This hint leads to ine true anſwer 
to the above miũinterpretation of the 
tert, — That we depend upon God in 
no other ſenſe for our virtues, —than = 
we 


0 
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. we neceſſarily 80 FE every ching elſe; z 
, and that the fruits of the ſpirit are 
5 | merely the determinations and efforts 
; of our own "reaſon, —and. as much 
ö our own accompliſhments, | as any 
5 other 1 improvements are the cffedt of 
ö our own n diligence and ms | 
; "This account, by the way; is oppo- 
* fite to the apdltte's ; who tells'us,— 
; It is God that worketh 1 in us both to 


do and will, of H g 
RY true. iough we 
norant, e can make ourſelves kill 


2 4 | ful e can acquire arts and ſcien · 
F ces by our own application and Rudy. 
*. | —But the caſe i is not the fame in re- 
2 ſpect of roodt ire 
; arts and ſole 


1 
„ 
” l 

1 

4 


4 
| 
1 
1 


gs 
_— 
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a under no natural indiffofition. or 
backwardneſs to that acquirement.— 

For nature, though it be corrupt, yet 
ſtill it is curious and buſy after know- 


ledge.—Bur it does not appear, that 
to goodnefs and ſanctity of manners 


we have the ſame natural propenſity. 
5 —Luſts within, and temptations with- 


out, ſet up fo ſtrong a confederacy 
.againt 1 it, as we are never able to ſur- 
mount by our own ſtrength.—How- "2 
ever firmly we may think we ſtand, — 


the beſt of us are but upheld, and gra- 


ciouſiy kept upright; and whenever 


this divine afliſtance is withdrawn. 


or ſuſpended, Vall hiſtory, eſpecially | 
the ſacred, is full of melancholy in- 


ſtances of what man is, when God 


5 „ leaves 
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leaves kim to himſelf, chat be is 
even a = of nought. Kr 
Whether it was s from a conſcious 
experience of this truth in them- 8 
ſelves,—or ſome traditions handed 
from the Scripture account of it; — 


or that it was, in ſome meaſure, de- 
ducible from the principles of rea- 
| ſon,—in the writings of ſome of the 1 
wiſeſt of the heathen philoſophers, .. = 
we find the ſtrongeſt traces of the: „ 
perſuaſion ef God's affiting men to Ne | 
virtue and probity of manners.—One E 
of the greateſt maſters of reaſoning 
amongſt the ancients. acknowledges, 


that nothing great and exalted can 
be atchieved, line divino aflatu ;= - 
and Seneca, to the ſame purpot 


Th, 


effed.— Concerning which error, 1 
have only to add this by way of ex- 
tenuation of it,. that I believe the 
| great and uncdifying rout made about 
ſanctification and regeneration in the 
middle of the laſt century,—and 
the enthuſiaſtic extravagincies into 
which the communications of the 
ſpirit have been carried by fo many 
deluded or deluding people in this, 
are two of the great cauſes which 
have driven many A ſober man into 
. the oppoſite extreme, againſt which 
I have argued. Now if the dread 
of favouring too much of religion in 
their interpretations has done this 
ill ſervice,—let' us enquire, on the 
other hand, whether the affectation 
of too much religion in the other ex- 
treme, 
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: treme, has, not miſled e l as | 
far from truth, and further from the 
reaſon. and 1 | we * koche, | 
than. the firſt. - F 


» a "I to We 


1 dare 0 NE by Sakai 
arguments, that the influence hs 
holy ſpirit of God is neceſſary to ; 2 
render the imperfect ſacrifice of our | 
obedience pleaſing to our Maker. 
He hath promiſed to perfect His | 
 frength in our, weakneſe.=—Wiid h this 
5 aſſurance we ought; to. be ſatisfied * 
—eſpecially ſince our Saviour haths 
thought proper to mortiſy all ſeru- 
pulous enquiries into operations of 
this kind, by comparing them to tbe 

wind, which, bloweth- where it lifteth , 

and thou, * the found thereof, but 
| 12 0 : 4 


46 K U 6 ""Y 


N 125 7 wi 5 6 iz 
44. not Tell whonct it cometh, or ” . 


ther it goeth t—fo 1 15 every one that is 
born of the ſpirit. —Let, humble. gra- 
titude acknowledge the effect, un. ” 
prompted by an 2 \curioliry to 
' explain the e. cauſe, e Ws 2X «ie 
dh l 7 . co RITA Gs 
We are "al; without this aſſiſtance, 
=... can do nothing e are told, 
from the ſamę authority; we can do 
all thrapgh Chriff that ſtrengthens | 
us. We are ; commanged to wor out 
our (wn Salvation 1 ditt fear and trem- 
N imſnediately fol- 
lows 3 ſor ir is "Got that worketh in 
von, both to will and to do, of his own n 
good pleaſure. 2, rom theſe, and many | 
other repeated paſſages, it is evident, 
" iy the afſiftances of grace were not 
l intended 


| x. .opinions.. of a a fober-winded. 
chriſtian, let us take a view of the; 
miſtaken enthuſiaſt. —See. him, often, 
tatiouſly eloathed with the : outwa ard. 


nanny abe a 
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intended to deſtroy, k but to. co-operate 2 


with the ' endeayours of man,—and 


FS, * 


are derived from 4 God in the ſame | 


1123 


manner a8 all natural powers Fs n- 


f deed, without this interpretation, how 
could the Almighty addreſs, himſelf - 
to man as a rational being ?—how 


could his actions be his own2—how 


could he be conſideted as a hlame- 


3 8 "* | 8 


| 1 able or revardable creature ? er A 


* * 


1 a 16d; Bradt? & 3; its is 
rom this account of the, con- 


— 


9 2 1 18 5 $ # —_— 


garb of ſanRity, ta, attract the. 
of the vulgar.- 


2 chearful. de- b 
. refult of an 


©. SE N 6 0 xt. 


caſy and ſel-applauding dete, Au- 
diouſty avoided. as criminal. See his 
countenance overſpread with a me- 
lancholy gloom and deſpondence; 
Quas if religion, which is evidently 
| calculated to make us happy in this 
ufe as well as the next, was the 
parent of ſullenneſs and diſcontent. 
lcar him povuring' forth his pha- 
riſaical ejaculations on his journey, 
or in the ſtreets.— Hear him boaſt- 
ing of extraordinary communications 
with the God of all khowledge, and 
at the ſame time offending againſt 
the common rules of his own: native 
language, and the plainer dictates 
of common ſenſe. Hear him arro- 
gantly thanking his God, that he is 75 
not as other men ENF and; with” 


more | 


* 1 \ * ] Mi * ( 9 #. N- X Is a 
* E R 5 1 9 # 1 — . a 
A Ee» ef | ; 


more than Papal uncharitableneſs, 


very liberally allotting the portion of . ; | 
the damned. to every chriſtian whom. 


he, partial judge, deems. leſs perfect 


than bimſelf — to every bat uy 85 
| Who 18 walking on in the paths of 85 
duty wich fober vigilance, aſpiring 


to perfection by progreſſive attain- 


ments, and ſeriouſly. endeayour- 


ing, through a rational faith i in his 1 


Redeemer, to make his ang e * 2 


N ſure. 


* uk; 
* 0 


"The: bangs Hos no Ny in . a 


chriſtian world, however abſurd, 
Which have. not endeavoured to ſup- 


port their opinions by ee 
drawn from eee milinter- his 


preted or milayples. r 
we 
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We bad a melancholy inltagee of 
. this i in our own country, in the laſt 

century. when the church of 

Chriſt, as well as the government, 

during that period of national con- 

fuſion, was torn aſunder into various 
fats anc} een en hen ins men 
pretended to have Scripture pre- 
cepts, -parables, or prophecies to 

| plead, in favour of the moſt impious 
abſurdities that falſehood could ad- 
vance. The ſame ſpirit which pre- 
vailed amongſt the fapaticks, ſeems 
to have gone forth among theſe 
modern enthuſtaſts.— Fs aith, the diſ- 
5 tinguiſning characteriſtick of a chrif- 
tian, is defined by them not as a 
rational aſſent of the underſtanding, 
to truths, which. are 'eſtabliſhed by. 
| 6, | 1 indiſj- 


aipurable aer but d as a vio- 
lent perſuaſion of mind, that they are 
inſtantaneouſly become the children 
of God — that the whole ſcore of 
their ſins” is for ever blotted out, = 
without the payment of one tear of 
repentance.— Pleaſing doctrine this 
to the fears and paſſions of man- 
Find |—promiling f fair to gain Pro- 
e wks the vicious and A 50 ö 


* Pirdbns and — are > the 
great ſupport of papal power but 
| theſe" modern”* empiricks in religion 
have improved upon the "ſcheme, 

pretending td hive diſcoveted'an in- 

fallible noſtrum for an incurables; "I 
ſuch as WII Preſerve them for ever. 
Ad- "norith(fznding W have 


Vor. VI. % inſtances 5 
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inſtances of notorious offenders amon 
4+ - $44 F -0h4 3041: 


the warmeſt. advocates for 1 5 


S 8 „ 


Fee 10 , —the cl C arm contin ues. powe 


5 HOWS 


ful. —Did thele v viſionary . e 
an heated imagination tend only to 
; amuſe the fancy, they might be 


e 


treated with contempt ;—but. when 


n 


they depreciate all moral Attain- 
ments ben the. ſuggeſtions of 4 
frantic brain are blaſphemouſiy af- 
ride to. the holy ſpirit of God Wan 
-when faith and divine love are placed 
in oppoſition to Practical virtues, 
. they then become the objects c of aver- 
ſion. In one ſenſe, indeed, many e of 
. theſe deluded ꝓeople demand our 
tendereſt compaſſion, —whoſe diſorder . 
is in the head rather than the heart: 
-and who call for the ald ef a phy- 


15 i „ flcian 


ale, Þ 
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indeed, in many —_ they ben 
ſo much above the {kill of either, — 
that unleſs God in his mercy rebuke 
this ſpirit df enthuſiaſm,” which is 
gone out amongſt us, no one can 
| pretend to ſay how far! it may 89, or 
what miſchiefs it may do. in theſe | 
kingdoms. Already i it has taught us 
as much blaſphemous language ; — 
and; if it goes on, by the ſamples 


1 Siven us in their journals, will fill us ; 


With as many legendary accounts of 
villons and revelations, as we have 


formerly had kb church of ; 


—_ 4 Rome. 
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Rome. And for any grün we "RY 
againſt it, when time ſhall” ſerve, 
it may as effectually convert the pro- 
feſſors of it, even into popery itſelf, 
—conſiſtent with their own princi- 
ples; for they have nothing more 
to do than to ſay, that the ſpirit 
which inſpired them, has ſignified, | 
that - the pope is inſpired as well 28 
they,—and. conſequently | is infallible. 
After which I cannot ſee how they 
can polñlbly refrain going to maſs, 
. conſiſtent with their' own 10 e —— . 


123 Thus en to oppolite 
errors the examination of which 
has taken up ſo much time,—that 
] have little left to add, but to beg 
of God, by the afſiftance of dis holy 
„ gh 33 


both extremes, and enable us to form 


of our holy religion, —that it may 
never ſuffer, through the coolneſs of 


or the immoderate heat of them, 0 on 


9 


5100 VVV 
No to God, e : 


the other but that we may at all 


4 the moſt rational, ſober and conſiſtent 
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Pirit; to preſerve us equally from 


ſuch right and worthy apprehenſions 


our conceptions of it, on one hand, — 


$ 


times ſee it, as it is, and as it was IS 
deſigned by its bleſſed Founder, as - 5 


"inſtitution that could have been given 
to the ſons of men- 33 
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SERMON XII. 


EccLESIASTES xii. a 


Let us 5 hear the cond on of the e ; 
matter. F. ear God, and keep his 


commandments : for this 1 is the whole 
duty of man. 25 Z 


HE wiſe man, in the beginning 

| of this book, had Propoſed i it as 

a grand query to be diſcuſſed, —To 

| find out what was good for the ſons of 
men, which they ſhould” do under the 5 

| heavens, all the days of their lives 2—̃ 
That is, what was the fitteſt employ- 5 
ment, and the chief and proper buſi- 


—— 2G. et een recs A 


neſs, which they ſhould apply them-- 
ſelves to in this world. And here, 
in the text, after a fair diſcuſſion of 
the queſtion, he aſſerts it to be the 
buſineſs of religion, — the fearing 
God, and keeping his command- 
ments. — This was the concluſion of 
the Whole matter,. and the natural 
reſult of all his debates and enqui- 
ries —And I am Pena the 
more oblervationg we make upon 
tte ſhort life of man, — the more we 
| experience — and the longer trials 
we have: of. the world, —and the 
ſeveral pretenſions it offers to our 
happinels,—the . more we ſhall be 
engaged to think; ke Hirn, — that 
we can never find what we look for 
T g which We: under 


HI L 24 i 
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Gees avens, engt in chat'of duty- 
and obedience to God. In the courſe - 
of the wiſe man's examination of this 
Point, we find a great many beau- 
riful reflections upon human affairs, 
all rending to illuſtrate the concluſion 
he draws; and as they are ſuch as are 
apt to offer themfelves to the thoughts 


of every ſerious and conſiderate man, 


I cannot do better than rehew the 


impreſſions,—by retouching the prin- 


cipal' arguments of his diſcourſe, — - 
before 1 proceed to the ren ue 5 
ep e, of the whole, | 


713 "4 & 


had taken inte his eonſideration thoſe 
ſeveral ſtates of life to Which men 
uſually 7 theelelyes ur happens 
os > unt, 


„ td ta tis books be. 
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—firſt; Rarniag)Larildom; next, 
mirth, jollity and pleaſure; — then 
power and greatneſs, —riches and | poſ- 
ſeſſions, —All of which are ſo far from 
anſwering the end for which they were 
at firſt purſued, —thar, by a great va- 
riety of arguments,—he proves them 
ſeverally to be ſo many ſore travels | 
which God had given to the ſons of men 
to be exerciſed therewith ;—and inſtead 
of being any, or all of them, our pro- 
per end and employment, or _ſuſh- 

cient to our happineſs, —he makes i it 
plain, by a ſeries of obſervations upon 
the life of man, —that they are ever 
likely to end with others where they | 
had done with him that i is, in Vas, 
nity and yexation of ſpirit, by 


* : 
< - * . A 
bl 
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Then he takes notice of the ſeve- | 


ral accidents of life, which perpetu- 
ally. rob us of what little ſweets the 
fruition of theſe objects might ſeem 
to promiſe us, — both with, regard to 
DS our endeavours and our perſons in 
this world, 


\ 
» * 
” - * . * 1 
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Alk, With PO: to our endea* 
vours, he ſhews that the moſt likely 7 
ways and means are not always effec- 
tual for the attaining of their end : 

—that, in general, the utmoſt chat 


human councils and prudence. can 


provide for, is to take care, when 
they contend in a race, that they be 
ſwifter than "thoſe who run Againſt 
them; —or nen they are to fight 4 


bartle, chat they be * than 
| Z thofe 


: ? T * 
21 3{; & 
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thoſe whom they. are to encounter 
And Jet afterwards, in the ninth 
chapter, he. obſerves s dhe race is 


Ss £3 = Tw# @ © wt! 


firong fen een yet hind 5 to the 
wiſe,—nor yet riches to men of un- 
2 derſtanding,—nor. favour, to men of 
| ſkill ;—bur time and chance happens 

10 them all. — That there ore ſecret 
| workings. in human affairs. which 
- over-rule all human tontrivance, and 
counterplot the wiſeſt of our coun- 
 cils, in ſo ſtrange and unexpected a 
| manner, as to caſt· a damp, vpon our 


| beſt ſchemes and rſs ences, . 
n 
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 Habours, he obſerves theſe” three 
«things; .—frſt, the natural infirwities 
of our bodies, —which alternately lay 
us open to the fad changes of pain 
.and fickneſs'; Which, in the fifth 


pins he ſtiles wrath and ſorrow; | 


under nich; When" A man lies lan- 


guiſhing, none of his worldly enjoy- 


ments will ſignify much. Like one 


that ſingeth ſongs with a heavy heart, 2 


+neither mirth, nor power, — nor 
eriches, ſhall” afford him cafe, nor 
will all their force be able io to ſtay 


the firoke! of nature, Bur that” be 


Wa be cut uf in'the midſt f his days, 


and then all his thoughts periſh. =—Or | 


elſe,— what is no uncommon ſpec- 


tacle, in the midſt of all His luxury, 
he may waſte away 1 the Sreateſt part 
21000 | ; 11 of 


CY 


, 
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of "TR life with mph inch nd 
anguiſh ; and with the long torture bt + 
an unrelenting. diſeaſe, he may wiſh | 
| himſelf to go down into the grave, 
and to be ſet at liberty from all his 


| poſſeſſions, and all his ane at the 


9 


ſame time. 


2dly, If it bs fappoled, that be 
the ſtrength of ſpirits, and the natu- 
ral chearfulneſs of a man 8 remper, 
he ſhould eſcape. theſe, and live many 
gears, and rejoice in them all, which | 
is not the lot of many yet, be muſt 
| remember the days of darkneſs th at 

is. — they who devote themſelves to a 
3 round of mirth and plea: 
ſure, cannot ſo manage matters a$ 155 
to avoid the choughts of their future 

= fates, 
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ue: the anxicty about whac an 
becom of them hereafter, whew they _ 
ars to deßarr Gut of this world — 
thät tey cannot o ich their heads, 
and fil d their time with tlic” 
matters, but that the remembrance _ 5 
of this wil ſometimes be uppermoſt, | 
Dand thruſt itſelf upon their minds 
15 whenever they are retired and ſerious. 
5 And as this wilt-niorilly preſent 
8 to them z dark proſpect of their fs 


| rare happineſs, it muſt, at the anne 
| trinic, prove no-ſmall-damp and alla 
3 would: ey 8 

| 1 5 But, i in 9 5 hc 

8 man ſhould be able to avoid lickneſs, | 
Ia e phe! tet debe ob tbe 
| 5 1 lie für ee 
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there is ſomerking * which he 
cannot poſſibly decline ;—old age 5 
will unayoidably ſteal upon him, with 
all the infirmities of it,—when. (as 
he expreſſes it) the grinders ſhall be 
few, and appetite ceaſes ;, when. thoſe 


 wvho look out of | the windows . ſhall be 
_ darkned, and the keepers of the houſe 
hall tremble —When a man ſhall 
become a burden to himſelf, and to 
his friends; when, perhaps, thoſe 


of his neareſt relations, whom he hath 


moſt obliged by kindneſs, ſhall think 


it time for him to depart, to creep 
off the ſtage, and make room for we 


ceeding 1 | 


Abd tbe a little fu neral pomp 3 


of meurners gag about the freets,—: | 


a2 man 


"* "W 3 
— 5 - 
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pe man ſhall be buried out of: "the | 


way, and in a year or two. be as 
much forgotten, as if he had never” 
exiſted. —For there is no remem-. 


brance (ſays he) of che wiſe more 


than the fool; —ſeeing that which 
now is, in the days to come, ſhall 
be forgotten; every day produeing 
ſomething which ſeems new and 
ſtrange, to take up men's talk and 
wonder, and to drown the memory 
of former x rere and actions.— 


_— 


cur to every one who gives him- 


L 2 8 them? 


8 Fa 


5 And * gh 40 any el 
man, whether theſe are not ſome 
of the moſt material reflections 
about human affairs, which oc- 


| ſelf the leaſt leiſure to think about 
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them ?—Now, from. all theſe pre- 
miſes put together, Solomon infers 
this ſhort concluſion: in the text,— 
That to fear God, and keep his 
commandments, is the Whole of 
man ;—that, to be ſerious in the 
matter of religion, and careful about 
our future ſtates, is that which, after 
all our other experiments, will be 
found to be our chief happineſs, — 
our greateſt , intereſt, - Our greateſt 
wiſdom, —and that which molt of all 
. deſerves our care and application,— 
This muſt ever be the laſt reſult, and 
the upſhot of every wiſe man's ob- 
ſervations upon all theſe tranſitory 
things, and upon the vanity of their 
ſeveral pretences to our well- being, 
—and we may, depend upon It, a. 
| . an 


SERMON XII. 16; 


an everlaſting truth, —tliat we can 
never find what we ſeek for in any 
other courſe, or any other obje&,— 

but this one;—and the more we 
know and think, and the more expe- 
rience we have of the world, and of 
ourſcives, the more we are convinced 
of this truth, and led back by it 
to reſt our ſouls upon that God from 
. whence we came. Every conſide- 


ration upon the life of man tends to 


engage us to this point, to be in 
earneſt in the concernment of «reli- . 
gion to love and fear God to 2 
provide for our true imereſl,—anct 

do ourſelves the moſt eff eRual ſer- 


vice, —by devoting ourſelves to him, 


 —and Ou TOW or . 
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. a; true e and final n of 
2 reaſonable and an immortal ſpirit. 


Ae e n i 


next to impoſſible, did not the com- 


monneſs of the thing take off from 
the wonder, that a man who thinks 


at all, ſhould let his. whole life be 
A contradiction to ſuch obvious re- 
flections. | 
The vanity and emptineſs of 
worldly goods and enjoyments,—the 
ſhorineſs and uncertainty of life,. 
| the unalterable event hanging over 
our heads, —tbat, in 4 few days, ue 
muſt all of us go to that place row, 


whence we. ſhall not return the cer- 


| | 


tainty of this, — the uncertainty of 
| . „ 


1 


7 things which are ſpoken. of the city 


SERMON XIL 167 


the time when,—the ird of 


the ſobl,—the doubtfül and mo- 


mentous iſſues of eternity, — the ter- 
tors of damnation, and the glorious 


of God, are meditations ſo obvious; | 
and fo naturally check and block 
up a man? s way,—are ſo very intereſt- 
155 ing, and, above all, ſo unavoidable.— 
that it is aſtoniſhing how it was poſ- 
7 ſible, at any time, for mortal man 
to have his head full of any thing 
elſe ?—And yet, was the fame perſon 
to take a view of the ſtate of the 
world, —how ſlight an obſervation. 
would. convince him, that the won- 
der lay, in fact, on the other ſide; 
Sand that, as wiſely as we all diſ- 
oy and Philoſophize de contemptu | 
M 4 mundi 5 
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mundi & ſug ſecub a ve for one 
Who really acts in the world con- 
ſiſtent with his own reflections upon 
it,—that there are multitudes who 
ſeem to take aim at nothing higher 
and, as empty a thing as it iz ade 
fo dazzled with, as to think it meet 
to build tabernacles of Q reſt upon 
it, and ſay, I is gaog to be here. 
Whether, as an able enquirer into 
_ this paradox gueſſes,.— Whether it 
Y Is, that men do not heartily believe 
"ſuch a ching; as a future ſtate of hap- | 
+ pineſs and miſery,—or if they g0,— 
that they do not actually and RY 
ouſly conſider it. but ſuffer it tc 
lay dormant and unactiye within 
them, - —and ſo are as little affected 
18 it, as if, in uch, they believed 
0 
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it not Hor whether abey W 


tive which repreſents as afar off. 
and ſo are more forcibly drawn by 
the nearer, though the leſſer, logg: . 
ſtone whether theſe, or Whateer 
other cauſe may he aſſigned for ig 
the obſexvation is inconteſtible, chat : 
3 the bulk. of mankind, in Pan 
_ through this vale of miſery,—wſe 3 - 


mot as g well to refreſh and allay,,—but 


fully to quench and ſatisfy their Aurſt ; 
—minding (or as the Apoſtle ſays), 
reliſhing earthly | things,—makin 


b that end of the perſpec- 5 


them che end and ſam-raral of their 5 


deſires and! wiſhes,—and, in one 


vond, loving this world—jut . E 
* 1s commanded i lug God om | 


that 
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that is,. — with all their 'beart, with all 


Ibeir \foul,—with all their mind and 
ſtrength.— But this is not the ſtrangeſt 


part of this paradox.—A man ſhall 
not ' only lean and reſt upon the 


world with his whole ſtreſs, but, 


in many inſtances, mall live .notori- 
ouſly bad and vicious: ;—when he is 


reproved, he ſhall ſeem convinced; 


hen he is obſerved, —he ſhall be 
aſhamed ;—when he purſues his ſin, 
—he will do it in the dark ;—and 
when he has done it, ſhall even be 
diſſatisfied with himſelf :—yer till, 


this ſhall produce no alteration in 


his conduct. Tell him he ſhall one 
day die; or bring the event ſtilt 


| nearer,—and thew,'that, according to 
e SE. the 
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the courſe of nature, 18 cannot poſ- 
K bly live many. years, —he will ſigh, 
perhaps,—and tell you, he is con- 
vinced of that, as. much as reaſon 
and experience can make him: 
proceed and urge to him, — that after 
death comes judgment, and that he 
will certainly there be dealt with by 
2 juſt God according to his actions; 
he will thank God he is no deiſt, 
Quand tell you, with the ſame grave 
5 face, he is thoroughly convinced 
of that too; — and as he believes. 
no doubt, he trembles too: and 
| yet after all, with all this conviction 
upon his mind, you will ſee him {till 
: perſevere. in the ſame courſe,—and 
commit his ſin with as certain an 
0. , event | 
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event and folucicn; as «x ks knew 
no argument againſt it. Theſe no- 
tices of chings, however terrible and 
True, paſs through his underſtanding 
as an eagle through the an, that 
leaves no _—_ * 


85 that, upon the e this 
of abounding with occaſions to ſer us 
ſeriouſly on thinking, — the world 
might diſpenſe with many more calls 
of this kind: and were they ſeven ED 
times as many as they are, - conſider- 
ing what inſufficient ule we make of 
_ thoſe. we have, all, I fear, would be 
little enough io bring theſe things to 
dur remembrance as often, and en- 
| 8280 us to lay them to gur hearts . 
with 
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with that affetionare concern, which 


the weight and intereſt of them re- 


quires at our hands.—Sooner or later, 


the moſt inconſiderate of us all ſhall 
find, with Solomon,. that to do this 


effectually, i is the whole he man. WS a 


And cannot conclude this dit. = 5 
courſe upon his words better than 
with a ſhort and earneſt exhortation, 
that the ſolemnity of this ſeaſon,— 
and the meditations to which it is de- 


voted, may lead you up to the true 
knowledge and practice of the ſame 


point, of fearing God and keeping 


his commandments, and convince 
you, as it did him, of the indiſpen- 


fable neceſſity | of making that the 


buſineſs | 
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buſineſs of a man's life, which is the 
chief end of his being,—the eternal 
happineſs and ſalvation of his ſoul. 


Which may God grant, for the 


1 


END or VOL, vI. 
„ 


280 9 - 


. — 


